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AGENDA  

M&CC Regular Meeting 

57 N. Liberty St. 

 

DATE:    February 20, 2024 

 

 

OPEN SESSION – 6:15 PM 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll Call 

Statement of Closed Meeting 

Director's Reports 

(A) Administrative Services 

1. Administrative Services Monthly Report for January 2024 

(B) Public Works 

1. Maintenance Division Monthly Report for January 2024 

(C) Police 

1. Police Department Monthly Report for January 2024 

(D) Utilities - Flood, Water, Sewer 

1. Utilities Division Flood/Water/Sewer Monthly Report for January 2024 

Approval of Minutes 

1. Approval of the Closed, Work, and Regular Session minutes of February 6, 2024 

Public Comments – FOR AGENDA ITEMS ONLY 

All public comments are limited to 5 minutes per person 

  



New Business 

(A) Ordinances 

1. Ordinance 3972 (1st reading) - to repeal Article XIV of Chapter 25 of the City Code and 

to reenact it with amendments for the purpose of abrogating regulations which are not 

content neutral and to otherwise amend its terms 

2. Ordinance 3973 (1st reading) - providing for the issuance and sale of an aggregate 

principal amount not to exceed $3,350,000 of general obligation bonds of the Mayor and 

City Council of Cumberland 

(B) Orders (Consent Agenda) 

1. Order 27,402 - authorizing the Chief of Police to enter in to a Memorandum of 

Understanding with the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, Martinsburg, WV, 

Care System which will formalize an existing relationship between the Cumberland 

Police Department and the United States Department of Veterans Affairs reinforcing 

interagency coordination, response and requests for assistance at the VA Community 

Based Outpatient Clinic in Cumberland, Maryland 

2. Order 27,403 - authorizing amendments to two 2022 annual action plan projects and two 

2023 annual action plan projects for the Community Development Block Grant Program 

3. Order 27,404- authorizing the abatement of City Real Estate taxes and interest for 526 

Broadway Circle ($1933.20), 463 Goethe Street ($3077.57) and 1034 Frederick Street 

($1,302.97) 

4. Order 27,405 - authorizing the purchase of two (2) new International HV507 SFA 4WD 

trucks from Ascendance Truck Centers at a cost of $126,090 for each truck, for a total 

amount not to exceed $252,180  

5. Order 27,406 - authorizing the purchase of two (2) new International HV507 SFA 4WD 

truck dump body, plow, and spreader upfits from Somerset Welding & Steel, Inc. at a 

cost of $69,875 each, for a total amount not to exceed $139,750 

6. Order 27,407 - authorizing the purchase of four (4) new 2024 Ford F150 pickup trucks 

from Coccia Ford at a cost of $45,195 each, for a total amount to exceed $180,780 

7. Order 27,408 - authorizing the Chief of Police to accept a FY24 Project Safe 

Neighborhoods Grant in the amount of $116,330, which will be used to address violence 

in our communities through community bike patrols, community meetings and 

technology 

8. Order 27,409 - authorizing the award to Ameri-Seal, LLC to provide mill, patch and 

paving work on Nemacolin Avenue in the not to exceed amount of $34,910.73 

9. Order 27,410 - amending Order No. 27,297 originally approved on August 15, 2023, due 

to the purchase of an additional module at the request of the Water Department to handle 

service line inventory with an increased cost not to exceed $250.00 from Link Computer 

Corporation bringing the new contract total to $45,079.12 

 



Public Comments 

All public comments are limited to 5 minutes per person 

Adjournment  



File Attachments for Item:

. Administrative Services Monthly Report for January 2024



 

 

Administrative Services Monthly Report for January, 2024 
 

 

 

February 20, 2024 
 

Honorable Mayor and City Council 

City Hall 

Cumberland, Maryland 21502 

 

 

 
 

Dear Mayor and City Council Members: 
 

The following report is submitted by the Department of Administrative Services for the month of January, 

2024. 

 

 

 

 

Information Technology Department 
January 2024 

Johnna Byers, Director 

 

 

  

Statistics 
 

  233 new help desk requests 

  206 help desk requests resolved 

 

Activities 
 

Major department initiatives in the past month include: 

 

● Assist with police mobile data terminal issues 

● Continue to assist police with body cam project including fulfilling requests from State Attorney’s 

Office 

● Assist with Time and Attendance HR Project 

● Work on issue with Centre City Parking Garage video system 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Parks and Recreation 

January 2024 

Ryan Mackey, Director 

 

Field Usage: No usage, areas closed for the season.  New season to begin in March. 

 

Areas of work 

 July 4th Fireworks proposals were due to P&R on Sunday January 31, 2024 

 Seasonal employment applications available – Lifeguards, Cashier, Day camp, Park Watchman. 

 Planning for pool and day camp season 2024 

 Pavilion rental applications will start Feb 1. 

 Budget FY 2025 preparation  

 Distribution of Ground Hog Color pages to City Schools 

 Planning for Arbor Day with Afterschool program started 

 Planning for Easter has started 

 

Meetings 

 January Recreation Advisory Board meeting 1/8/24 – It was moved back a week due to holiday 

 Annual CDBG Block Grant 

 Ground Hog Day program planning meeting 

 Citizen Serve updates  

 

Upcoming 

 Recreation Advisory Board Meeting in February cancelled. Moved to March 

 Continue to take summer seasonal employment applications for lifeguards, and day camp counselors 

 July 4th Fireworks – Receive and complete contract for 2024 program 

 Work related to Field scheduling for the Spring and Summer Season  

 Planning for Sunday in the Park Concert Series.  

 

 

 

  



Community Development Report 
January 2024 

Kevin Thacker, Code Compliance Manager 

 

 

CODE COMPLIANCE 

 

Noted Activity: 

 Safety Hazard Demolitions of 310 & 312 Jefferson St. were completed. 

 3 Home Rehab Grants signed – 438 Goethe St., 12 Boone St., and 257 Columbia St. 

 

Code Enforcement Activity: 

30 new cases received – 20 of those are still open 

8 violations were found 

10 cases have been resolved 

  
 

Permits/Reviews & Rental Licenses: 

23 Total Permits/Reviews were issued 

41 Rental Inspections were completed 

 

Building Miscellaneous Occupancy Signage 

Residential .......... 0 Residential .......... 4 Residential .......... 3 Residential .......... 0 

Commercial ........ 0 Commercial ........ 1 Commercial ........ 2 Commercial ........ 1 

 

Electrical Plumbing Utility Demolition 

Residential .......... 3 Residential .......... 0 Residential .......... 0 Residential .......... 2 

Commercial ........ 2 Commercial ........ 0 Commercial ........ 0 Commercial ........ 1 

 

Public ROW Rental Licenses Rental Inspections  

 ............................. 4 Residential ........ 72 Passed ................ 40 

 ...............................   ................................  Failed ................... 1 

 

Plans, Reviews, Amendments and Appeals Certificates of Appropriateness 

(ZA, RPR, SR, ZMA, ZTA, SRA) Issued ................... 0 



(Type) Issued ................................................ 0 Request for Change/Amendment 

 Issued ................... 0 

 

Revenue from ‘Issued’ Permits/Reviews: 

Building Permits ............................................................... $0.00 

Miscellaneous Permits ..................................................... 78.00 

Occupancy Permits ........................................................ 109.00 

Sign Permits ...................................................................... 97.38 

Utility Permits..................................................................... 0.00 

Plan reviews, Amendments & appeals ........................... 0.00 

Zoning Classification Détermination (info request)...... 0.00 

Municipal Infractions (citations) ...................................... 0.00 

Certificates of appropriateness ......................................... 0.00 

Rental Licenses (new & renewals ............................. 7,655.62 

Paid Rental Inspection Requests ...................................... 0.00 

TOTAL  ...................................................................... $7,940.00 

 

Demolition Bonds Collected ........................................... $0.00 

 

 

 
 

  



Community Development Programs 
January 2024 

Lee Borror, Senior Community Development Specialist 

 

 
 

 
 



 

Historic Planning/Preservation 

January 2024 

Ruth Davis-Rogers, Historic Planner/Preservation Coordinator 

 

 

In addition to serving the public and answering daily questions and inquiries, I did the following: 

 

Historic Preservation Commission Meeting (HPC) 

 Due to lack of COA Applications January 10th HPC Meeting was cancelled.  

 Reviewed and administered Certificate of Appropriateness permits/administrative approval. 

 Consulted with building owners regarding projects requiring COA permits.  

Meetings & Events 

 Attended DDC Meeting 

 Attended State of Maryland MHAA Grant Info Session 

 Attended CDBG Needs Assessment Mtg.  

 Attended various city and dept. meetings 

 Attended Town Hall Mtg. for Baltimore Street Redevelopment 

 Attended PACE in Annapolis 

Grants, Tax Credits and Section 106 reviews 

 

Administered/managed funding/grants for: 

 Residential Accessibility Improvement Program 

 Roof Replacement Program  

 Executed Grant Reports 

 Conducted Section 106 Reviews (as needed) for various projects. 

 Worked on potential grant projects for 2025 

 Answered questions (as needed) regarding tax incentives from both current and potential building 

owners.  

 
 
 

 

  



Comptroller’s Office 
Financial Activity Report  

January 2024 

Mark Gandolfi, City Comptroller 

 

 

Cash Flow: 

 

Attached for your review is a Cash Flow Summary for the month of January 2024.   

 

On January 1, 2024, the City had a cash balance of $10.2 million ($8.7 million invested in a value money 

market program and $1.5 million participating in a sweep program at First United Bank). Disbursements 

exceeded receipts by $1.5 million resulting in a cash balance of $8.7 million at January 31, 2024 ($8.2 

million invested in a value money market program and $500 thousand participating in a sweep program 

at First United Bank).    

 

As of January 31st, the significant tax receivable balances are reflected in the table below.   

     

     

Taxes receivable (General Fund) 2,719,636$     

Beg Balance New Billings

Adjustments/ 

Abatements Collections Bad Debt Ending Balance

FY 2024 2,187,826$   101,757$        -$             603,156        -$                1,686,427$     

FY 2023 596,415 -                  (90)               11,974          -                  584,351

FY 2022 247,943 -                  (90)               8,309            -                  239,544

FY 2021 41,033          -                  (95)               -               -                  40,938            

FY 2020 55,288          -                  (96)               -               -                  55,192            

FY 2019 24,420          -                  (95)               -               -                  24,325            

FY 2018 34,600          -                  (95)               -               -                  34,505            

FY 2017 13,959          -                  -               -               -                  13,959            

FY 2016 11,236          -                  -               -               -                  11,236            

FY 2015 10,844          -                  -               -               -                  10,844            

FY 2014 7,132            -                  -               -               -                  7,132              

FY 2013 2,980            -                  -               -               -                  2,980              

FY 2012 2,538            -                  -               -               -                  2,538              

Prior FY's 5,665            -                  -               -               -                  5,665              

2,149,431$   101,757$        (561)$           623,439$      -$                2,719,636$     

 
 

$926,588 

317,931 

441,908 

                   -   

$1,686,427 

Real Property (Half Year)

The current year tax receivable balance is comprised of the following:

Real property (non-owner occupied)

Personal Property

Real Property (semiannual payments)

 
 

 

 

 

The City’s liquidity position continues to be strong as illustrated in the following cash and investments 

table. Restricted cash and investments are comprised primarily of invested American Rescue Plan Act 



(ARPA) funds received in advance and bond proceeds restricted to associated capital projects and 

expenditures.   

 

Cash Investments

Beginning Balance 10,179,013$      29,866,403$    

Add:

Cash Receipts 5,185,456          143,627            

Investment Transfer -                      -                     

Less:

Disbursements 6,657,106          -                     

Investment Transfer -                      5,458                 

Ending Balance 8,707,363$        30,004,572$    

Restricted 1,936,090$        7,253,720$       

Cash and Investment Summary

January 31, 2024

 

 

The table below illustrates cash restrictions and restricted investments associated with specific 

expenditures and/or capital projects.   

 
Restricted Cash

1/1/2024  Increase Utilization 1/31/2024

Police Seizures 75,408$             -$               -$                75,408$              

Bowers Trust 56,011               3,913             -                  59,924                

National Opioid Settlement 44,740               -                  -                  44,740                

GOB 21 296,339             5,366             51,707            249,998              

Capital Projects 1,387,863          7,755             -                  1,395,618          

Demolition & Fiscal Agent Bonds 107,394             3,008             -                  110,402              

1,967,755$       20,042$         51,707$          1,936,090$        

Restricted Investments

1/1/2024  Increase Utilization 1/31/2024

DDC 4,586$               21$                 1,750$            2,857$                

GOB 21 3,708                  -                  3,708              -$                    

ARPA 7,216,723          34,140           -                  7,250,863$        

7,225,017$       34,161$         5,458$            7,253,720$        

 

 

Increases to GOB21, ARPA, Capital Projects, Bowers Trust and DDC are interest earnings.   

 

Capital Projects are CSX funding for Fayette St. and Cumberland St. bridge replacements. 

 

DDC restricted investment was funded through donations and is restricted for the purpose of 

maintenance of the Wes Han Fountain. 

 

GOB21 is the FY21 general obligation bond issuance restricted for scheduled capital projects and 

equipment. 

 

National Opioid Settlement is for opioid intervention in Cumberland. 

 

Capital Projects and Associated Debt: 

 



The tables below illustrate undrawn Maryland CDA bond proceeds and unused general obligation bond 

proceeds (GOB21) as well as the accumulated debt and grant proceeds for the Decatur Street waterline 

and the Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) projects. 

 
Available Bond Proceeds

1/1/2024 Increase Utilization 1/31/2024

CDA 2019 2,300$                    -$                   -$                   2,300$                   

CDA 2021 3,260,565              -                      215,475            3,045,090             

CDA 2023 2,030,319              -                      1,107                 2,029,213             

G0B 21 300,046                  -                      50,049               249,998                 

5,593,231$            -$                   266,631$          5,326,600$           

CSO Projects

1/1/2024 Increase Utilization 1/31/2024

Evitts Creek Phase 3 Debt 2,297,851$            -$                   -$                   2,297,851$           

Evitts Creek Phase 3 Grant 5,418,560              -                      -                     5,418,560             

Evitts Creek Phase 4 Debt 3,550,900              -                      -                     3,550,900             

Grit Removal and UV Disinfection 4,445,000              -                      -                     4,445,000             

78" Pipeline Debt 19,941,232            -                      -                     19,941,232           

78" Pipeline  Grant 46,338,060            -                      -                     46,338,060           

81,991,603$          -$                   -$                   81,991,603$          
 

CDA 2021 utilization of $215K includes $8K toward the McMullen Street bridge design, $3K toward 

Baltimore Street redevelopment, $125K toward cross connections, and $79K toward hydrant and valve 

replacements. CDA 2023 utilization of $1K includes $1K a toward an ongoing firewall upgrade. GOB21 

utilization of $50K includes $52K toward the Baltimore Street bridge; reduced by $2K interest earned.  

 

Remaining CDA 2019 funds are for the Wastewater Treatment Plant influent screen ($2K). Remaining 

CDA 2021 funds are primarily allocated to the Baltimore Street redevelopment ($1.3M), fuel pump station 

replacement ($478K), elevator modifications ($169K), cross connections/hydrants valves ($80K), 5-ton 

dump truck ($160K), and Decatur Street light improvements ($140K). Remaining GOB21 funds are 

primarily allocated to the Baltimore Street bridge replacement (133K), police covert vehicle ($30K) and the 

Cole Street Valve equipment ($50K). Remaining CDA 2023 funds consist primarily of an ambulance 

($385K), 5-ton dump truck ($190K), water filtration building design ($500K), influent screen construction 

($141K), concrete repairs for flood control ($65K), upgrade to the anaerobic digester ($75K) and 

wastewater plant roof replacements ($133K).   

 

The following four projects are major upgrades to the combined sewer collection system.  Evitts Creek 

Phase 3 is in the engineering phase with the necessary funding in place. Phase 3 project cost is estimated 

at $7.5 million and is funded with $5.4 million in grants and $2.3 million in loan with $1.1 million of the 

loan amount being forgivable. Phase 3 is on hold pending site access being granted by CSX. Evitts Creek 

Phase 4 is in the planning phase and has most of the funding in place. Phase 4 project cost is estimated at 

$4 million and is funded with $3.6 million in loan with $1.5 million of the loan amount being forgivable. A 

water reclamation facility grit removal and UV disinfection project is in the planning phase with the 

necessary funding in place. The grit removal and UV disinfection project is projected to begin during FY25 

at an estimated cost of $4.4 million and is funded with $4.4 million in loan with $1.5 million of the loan 

amount being forgivable. The 78” pipeline project is pending Army Corp of Engineers approval and 

private property easement or acquisition and anticipated to begin construction during FY25 or FY26. The 

total estimated project cost is $67 million and is substantially funded with $46.3 million in grants and 

$20.0 million in loan with $3.0 million of the loan amount being forgivable. 

 

COVID-19: 

 

The City received $19,595,850 from the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA).  The U.S. Treasury guidance 

provides greater details on the eligible uses and priority of these funds.  These are: 

 



 Support public health expenditures  

 Address negative economic impacts caused by the public health emergency 

 Replace lost public sector revenue 

 Provide premium pay for essential workers 

 Invest in water, sewer, and broadband infrastructure 

 

As of January 31, 2024, the City utilized $13.1 million of the $19.6 million ARPA award and is on track to 

obligate all funds by December 31, 2024 and fully expend all funds by December 31, 2026. Remaining projects 

include park improvements, assistance to small businesses, prisoner processing improvements, residential 

property improvements and demolition, South End and Industrial Boulevard water main replacements, 4” to 

6” water line replacements and City Hall HVAC replacement. 

 

Available Funding (as of January 31, 2024): 

 

 Budgeted 

 Allocated 

Interest 

Earned 

 Utilized 

Interest 

Earned 

 Utilized 

ARPA Budget  Remaining 

American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)  $19,595,850 

     Premium Pay  $     833,952  $       833,952  $                  -   

     Revenue Loss  $10,000,000  $  10,000,000  $                  -   

     Respond to the health emergency

          Community Programs

Amphitheatre and Pavilion 1&2  $     174,350  $       1,824  $    1,824  $       174,350  $                  -   

Pool Area  $       71,250  $     73,228  $  73,228  $         71,250  $                  -   

Union Rescue Mission  $     749,000  $       749,000  $                  -   

YMCA Bus Replacement  $     216,000  $       216,000  $                  -   

Duck Pond Remediation  $       16,844  $     12,426  $  12,426  $         16,844  $                  -   

City of Cumberland Park Signage  $               -    $     69,676  $  69,676  $                 -    $                  -   

Promoting the Community  $       32,386  $         32,386  $                  -   

Janes Place for Abused Children  $       40,777  $         40,777  $                  -   

DDC Assistance to Small Businesses  $     183,500  $       101,323  $          82,177 

Community Development Property Improvement  $     264,960  $       181,193  $          83,767 

Affordable Housing Assistance  $     390,516  $       172,589  $        217,927 

Demolition Assistance  $       20,000  $         20,000  $                  -   

Skate Park - Mason Rec Complex  $               -    $   325,000  $          -    $                 -    $        325,000 

Constitution Park General Infrastructure  $               -    $     70,000  $          -    $                 -    $          70,000 

Constitution Park Trail  $               -    $     80,000  $          -    $                 -    $          80,000 

          PPE

               General  $       29,269  $         29,269  $                  -   

               Facilities and Equipment  $       22,216  $         22,216  $                  -   

               Prisoner Processing Improvements  $       62,099  $         62,099  $                  -   

               HVAC Improvement at City Hall  $  1,415,278  $   104,754  $           4,950  $     1,515,082 

     Infrastructure Investments

       South End & Industrial Blvd Water Mains  $  4,894,228  $       224,704  $     4,669,524 

       Replace 4" Water Lines with 6" (City-Wide)  $     179,224  $       105,037  $          74,187 

     Total:  $19,595,850  $19,595,850  $736,907.4  $157,153  $  13,057,940  $     7,117,664 

Purpose  Awarded  

 Allocation 

 
 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
 

       Jeffrey F. Silka 

       City Administrator 

 

       sln 
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Mayor and City Council of Cumberland 
Closed Session Minutes 
City Hall, 57 N. Liberty Street, Cumberland, MD 21502             
2nd Floor Conference Room 
Tuesday, February 6, 2024; 4:30 p.m. 
  

The Mayor and City Council convened in public session followed immediately by a motion to 
close the meeting pursuant to Section 3-305 (b)(1 and (7) of the General Provisions Article of the 
Annotated Code of Maryland to discuss the assignment, reassignment and performance of 
particular employees, the changes to the Code and Charter that could be necessary to effect the 
assignment and reassignment of those employees, and to obtain the advice of the City Solicitor 
regarding those and related matters. 
 
MOTION: Motion to enter into Closed Session was made by Council Member Marchini                            
seconded by Council Member Frazier, and was passed on a vote of 5-0. 
 

PRESENT:  Raymond M. Morriss, President; Council Members Richard Cioni, Eugene Frazier, 
Jimmy Furstenberg, and Laurie Marchini  
 
ALSO PRESENT: Jeffrey F. Silka, City Administrator; Allison K. Layton, City Clerk; Michael S. 
Cohen, City Solicitor 
 



Mayor and City Council of Cumberland  
 

Mayor Raymond M. Morriss 
Councilman Richard J. “Rock” Cioni 
Councilman Eugene T. Frazier 
Councilman James L. Furstenberg 
Councilwoman Laurie P. Marchini 

City Administrator Jeffrey F. Silka 
City Solicitor Michael S. Cohen 

City Clerk Allison K. Layton 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Mayor and City Council of Cumberland 

WORK SESSION 

City Hall 2nd Floor Conference Room 

57 N. Liberty Street 

Cumberland, MD 21502 
 

Tuesday, February 6, 2024, 5:30 p.m. 

PRESENT:  Mayor Raymond M. Morriss; Council Members: Rock Cioni, Eugene Frazier, Jimmy 

Furstenberg, and Laurie Marchini 

ALSO PRESENT: Jeffrey F. Silka, City Administrator; Allison Layton, City Clerk; Mark Gandolfi, City 

Comptroller; Chuck Ternent, Chief of Police 

Media: Teresa McMinn, Cumberland Times-News 

 Kathy Cornwell, WCBC Radio 

 

I. RE-ALLOCATION OF BALTIMORE ST. ACCESS PROJECT DEBT FROM GF TO WATER & 

SEWER FUNDS  

Mr. Gandolfi began the discussion saying that what he’s sharing does not require M&CC action.  

He provided background on the General Fund, Sewer Fund, and Water Fund in 2021.  He said 

everything coded to the GF and they have used $1.1M of that debt.  He explained that rather than 

borrow, it makes sense to reallocate that money, and said they will wipe out the remaining debt 

that the WF ($590K) and SF ($516K) would have needed.  He said the great part is that about ¾ 

of it is now at 30-year, at 1.8%; remainder is 20-year, at 2.2%, which he stated cleans up the 

books. 

II. SPECIAL EVENT PERMITS DISCUSSION 

Mr. Silka opened the discussion with background on the current parades and events application 

process, which was revamped in 2020, with permits being issued for events with more than 50 

people. 

Mr. Silka explained that for events that meet the thresholds, there is a $150 permitting fee that 

cannot be waived, and it includes 8 hours of OT from the Fire, Police, and Street department; 

also, insurance has to be provided for the event.  He explained that OT over the 24 hours is paid 

separately, but said Heritage Days and the Halloween Parade are exempt. He stated that last year 



an Events Planning Committee was created with all departments sitting at the table.  He said 

sporting events will be included this year, that must go through the process. 

Mr. Silka advised that they feel that there’s a gap in their permitting for small events that require 

not OT or City support.  He said their recommendation is to add into the definition of a “special 

event,” if it provides music, amplified speakers or sound, live or recorded, it kicks the event into 

the $150 permit fee. 

In addition, Mr. Silka stated that they are coming up with a lower fee for small events for City-

based non-profits, religious, or community groups, to host low-impact events on City property, 

for $25.  He provided a handout with details.  He explained that these events can offer nothing for 

sale, no amplified music, no OT, and can only be on City property.  He mentioned, however, that 

OT can be waived by the City Administrator. 

Mayor Morriss stated that this makes it more manageable, and said he has no issues.  Mr. Silka 

clarified that no OT doesn’t necessarily mean no police presence – there can be if it’s during a 

normal shift, or if they are needed to block intersections. 

There was discussion about the Halloween parade costing more than Heritage Days.  Chief 

Ternent explained that the parade uses a lot of OT to close down intersections. 

Mr. Silka advised that they will craft the ordinance to amend the City Code. 

III. AGENDA REVIEW FEBRUARY 6, 2024 

 

Mr. Silka discussed the ARPA funds that will be moved around between projects that can’t use it, 

and mentioned the first two micro-revolving loan funds coming through for approval. 

There was discussion on Order 27,395.  Mr. Silka advised on the specifics of the RoadBotics 

system to assess and prioritize roads in need of paving.  He stated that they had used RoadBotics 

at his previous job, said it was developed at Carnegie Mellon, and that it’s a good program. 

There was discussion about if Order 27,401 should be pulled and discussed separately.  Mr. Silka 

advised that it can be, and said the Mayor can be asked to pull it from Consent Agenda and have 

it voted on separately. He also advised that it is being administered by the County.  Mayor 

Morriss stated that since he essentially disagrees with it, he is happy to let them administer it, so 

when people complain about it the City is not on the hook.  He added that if the City hadn’t had 

money in the revolving loan fund, they couldn’t have done it. Council Member Marchini noted 

that the City did appropriate over $1.6M to help downtown businesses, and said she would send 

around the breakdown as to what they did, which was done mostly through grant dollars and was 

very specific in nature. 

IV. MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL UPDATES 

Council Member Frazier discussed the Community Café launch last week, and said there was a 

nice-sized crowd. 

Council Member Cioni mentioned that there is something this coming Thursday at ACM related 

to the Community Café, in the Continuing Ed. building.  He also provided an Evitts Creek update, 

saying the acorn supply is good and damage to trees is minimal.  He said he enjoyed going out 

there and mentioned the next Parks and Rec. meeting the first week of March. 



Council Member Furstenberg said while downtown this past weekend he met two couples from 

Ohio and Pennsylvania who said they cannot wait to come back to Cumberland.  He said this 

shows that people outside the area are excited about changes going on in the City. 

Mayor Morriss said when talking about the downtown and money, it’s important for the citizens 

to determine who or what business they want to support, and said he encourages everyone to 

continue to do that.  He added that downtown businesses need continued customers, and said 

anyone who says they can’t walk anywhere downtown is mistaken.  He mentioned now being 

able to park in front of restaurants on Baltimore Street, and encouraged everyone to come down. 

Council Member Marchini advised that Council attended a recent Bishop Walsh event.  She also 

mentioned that there was a recent wayfinding sign meeting to combat criticism that wayfinding in 

the City is not consistent.  She said it was a good, active group, and will provide more 

information as it unfolds.  She added that the wayfinding will start downtown and branch out 

throughout the City. 

V. ADJOURNMENT 
 

With no further business at hand, the meeting adjourned at 6:14 p.m.    

 

  Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Allison K. Layton 

 City Clerk 

 

 

 Minutes approved on: ___________________ 

 



Mayor and City Council of Cumberland  
 

Mayor Raymond M. Morriss 
Councilman Richard J. “Rock” Cioni 
Councilman Eugene T. Frazier 
Councilman James L. Furstenberg 
Councilwoman Laurie P. Marchini 

City Administrator Jeffrey F. Silka 
City Solicitor Michael Scott Cohen 

City Clerk Allison K. Layton 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

MINUTES  

M&CC Regular Meeting 

57 N. Liberty St. 

 

DATE:    February 06, 2024 

 

 

I. OPEN SESSION – 6:15 p.m. 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Roll Call 

 PRESENT: 

 Council Member Richard J. “Rock” Cioni 

 Council Member Eugene T. Frazier 

 Council Member James L. Furstenberg, III 

 Council Member Laurie P. Marchini 

 President Raymond M. Morriss 

 

Also Present:  Jeffrey F. Silka, City Administrator; Allison K. Layton, City Clerk; Shannon 

Adams, Fire Chief; Lee Borror, Senior Community Development Specialist 

 

IV. Statement of Closed Meeting 

Mayor Morriss announced that a closed session had been held on February 6, 2024 at 

4:30 p.m. and read into the record a summary of that meeting which is attached hereto 

and made a part of these minutes as required under Section 3-306 (c)(2) of the General 

Provisions Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland. 

V. Presentations 

1. Recognition of Firefighter/EMT-B Andrew T. Lenhart, Firefighter/EMT-B Sara E. Gant, and 

Firefighter/EMT-P Ryan P. Woods on their successful completion of Firefighter Recruit Training 

approved by the Maryland Fire and Rescue Institute. 

Chief Adams recognized each firefighter and provided background on them, and family 

members pinned badges.  Photos were taken with congratulations all around. 



VI. Director's Reports 

Motion to approve the reports was made by Council Member Furstenberg, seconded by 

Council Member Frazier, and was passed on a vote of 5-0.       

(A) Engineering 

1. Engineering Division Monthly Report for January 2024 

(B) Public Works 

1. Maintenance Division Monthly Report for December 2023 

VII. Approval of Minutes 

Motion to approve the minutes was made by Council Member Cioni, seconded by 

Council Member Furstenberg, and was passed on a vote of 5-0.       

     1. Approval of the Closed, Work, and Regular Session Minutes of January 16, 2024. 

VIII. Public Hearings 

1. To hear comments on the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 2024 Annual  

Action Plan. 

Lee Borror, Senior Community Development Specialist and provided a PowerPoint 

presentation along with background on the CDBG Annual Action Plan.  She advised that 

this is the first public hearing for the 2024 Annual Action Plan process, and said the 

projects that are funded should serve people within the City limits.  She also provided 

information on the RFP, applications, and said comments will be accepted through April 

29th, along with staff recommendations being online until March 28th and will be 

presented April 2nd .  She added that amounts awarded must be spent by May 7th. 

Convened:         6:33 p.m. 

 Speakers: 

Crystal Rowan, Director, Jane’s Place, provided copies of packets to M&CC and gave 

background on her organization.  She advised that they have been the recipient of ARPA 

funds, and talked about positive impacts due to that funding.  She discussed programs 

funded between July 2022 and August 2023, and talked about community trainings that 

were held.  She reviewed all the purchases they were able to make for the children, along 

with advertising items, brochures and business cards for community events.  She advised 

that they have served 97 children, and over 4000 students in Allegany County received 

educational materials.  She added that they also provided an evening with Santa at the 

library, with 98 attendees. 

Rhonda Pick, Executive Director Family Crisis Resource Center (FCRC), provided 

background on her organization, and asked for assistance with their abuse intervention 

program.  She advised that the FCRC will continue to support programs with the help of 

CDBG funding.  She stated that often there’s a lifelong pattern of thinking that leads to 

violence and partner abuse, and said each participant attends a 22-session program, 

learning how it impacts children, partners, and themselves.  She added that they work 



with law enforcement, courts, and parole, saying that 93% of those who complete the AIP 

program do not re-offend, and said all of their programs are completely free for victims. 

Yvonne Perret, Archway Station, talked about their proposal to hire a case manager for 

SSI Outreach Access Recovery (SOAR).  She advised that they need a licensed clinical 

social worker to help expedite access to disability services to those who are homeless or 

at risk of homelessness.  She said she would mentor and teach this person how to 

succeed.  She stated that 90% of people they service are approved on the first application, 

and said last year they helped 23 people with applications, which takes 40 hours per 

application, so there’s a need for more help with this.  She added that Archway Station is 

developing an Assertive Community Treatment (ACT) Team, a treatment program that 

connects people with programs to get them recovering and moving on with their lives. 

Deanna Clark, Executive Director, Associated Charities, provided background on her 

organization, which is 114 years old this year, and what they offer families in the 

community.  She is asking for a short-term and long-term medication program through 

CDBG funding, and said 95% of the clientele are Cumberland residents, and they provide 

73 residents with their services.  She added that most clients are 65 and older, and said 

her organization focuses on low income, underinsured or uninsured people. 

Renee Kniseley, AYEPS Program, discussed her organization which is now in it’s fifth 

year of applying for funding to complete the youth center at 119 N. Centre Street.  She 

advised about work that has already been done, such as roof and windows, and first and 

second floors.  They are working on the third floor, and need funds to complete the 

fourth.  She said they also need paid staff, and said this building is a life-line for a lot of 

kids, with juvenile diversion programs being their goal.  She said currently they cannot 

take troubled youth due to the small number of volunteers, but said they have gotten a lot 

of support from the community. 

David Goad, Community Relations for Friends Aware, discussed proposed funding 

from CDBG, and provided background on his organization, which works with those with 

intellectual and developmental disabilities, and is in its 70th year.  He advised that they 

serve 60 people each day, with 35 others in group homes.  He said they only have one 

fully-equipped handicapped van, with the second van not being handicap-equipped, but 

said some individuals can still get in and out of regular vehicles.  He explained that they 

can’t handle everyone in one trip and people have had to use personal vehicles, but 

explained that they don’t carry insurance coverage for personal vehicles.  He said they 

would like to eliminate that liability to those employees, and said they are seeking $135K 

through CDBG. 

Suzanne Trussell, Allegany County Historical Society, talked about working to make 

400 N. Mechanic Street a public facility, and said they need assistance with funding to 

make things happen.  They want to feed minds and bodies, and said they have begun 

history study groups, which are open to everyone.  She explained that there are several 

ongoing projects, and they need to get the floors done, with a timeline of completion by 

next Spring.  She said she feels this is a benefit to Cumberland, to create pride in the 

neighborhood and the development of communities. 

Ken Rafferty, HRDC, here on behalf of Susan Malone, spoke about how the HRDC 

has worked with the City for a very long time and discussed seeking help with affordable 



housing.  He said they have a homeless program and rapid rehousing.  He explained that 

HRDC owns a duplex property on Pulaski Street, which at one point had been part of the 

affordable housing, but when Covid hit they took it off the books and it has fallen into 

disrepair.  He said one of the common issues is the date of housing stock – lead measures, 

abatement – both are quite costly.  He added that the heating system was antiquated and 

has failed, and explained that for one side of the duplex, the initial cost is $52K, which 

would include infrastructure and new wiring.  He said there are no health or safety 

hazards, but they want to bring it up to par, to future-proof it.  He added that it’s a 3-

bedroom, so could house up to 4-5 people, which would house clients in a critical 

situation and put them in a stable place. 

Adjourned:        7:17 p.m. 

IX. Public Comments – Agenda Items Only 

 There were no comments 

All public comments are limited to 5 minutes per person 

X. Unfinished Business 

(A) Ordinances 

1. Ordinance 3970 (2nd and 3rd readings) - authorizing the transfer of 301 Columbia Street 

and 303 Columbia Street to Theresa E.S. Wyatt for the purchase price of $100. 

 SECOND READING:  The ordinance was submitted in title only for its second reading.  

Motion to approve the 2nd reading and move to the 3rd, after comment, was made by 

Council Member Furstenberg, seconded by Council Member Marchini, and was passed 

on a vote of 5-0. 

 Mayor Morriss opened the floor for questions or comments.  Being none, the 

ordinance moved to its 3rd reading. 

 THIRD READING:  The ordinance was submitted in title only for its third reading and 

was approved on a vote of 5-0. 

 

2. Ordinance 3971 (2nd and 3rd readings) - authorizing the transfer of 606 Hill Street to 

Eliana Bennett for the purchase price of $150. 

SECOND READING:  The ordinance was submitted in title only for its second reading.  

Motion to approve the 2nd reading and move to the 3rd, after comment, was made by 

Council Member Cioni, seconded by Council Member Marchini, and was passed on a 

vote of 5-0. 

Mayor Morriss opened the floor for questions or comments.  Being none, the 

ordinance moved to its 3rd reading. 

 THIRD READING:  The ordinance was submitted in title only for its third reading and 

was approved on a vote of 5-0. 

 



XI. New Business 

(B) Orders (Consent Agenda) 

Mr. Silka reviewed each item on the Consent Agenda and Mayor Morriss called 

for questions or comments.  Motion to approve each item was made by Council 

Member Frazier, seconded by Council Member Furstenberg, and was passed on a 

vote of 5-0. 

 Order 27,391 - declaring Cumberland Police Department Unit #4 (2015 Ford Interceptor) 

surplus for sale or scrap. 

 Order 27,392 - approving the amendment of Order 26,961 by increasing the ARPA 

funding allocation for the HVAC Improvement at City Hall ($115,278) and decreasing 

the ARPA funding allocation to Promoting the Community ($1,177) and Prisoner 

Processing Improvements ($114,101). 

 Order 27,393 - authorizing the execution of a grant agreement with Maryland Department 

of Housing and Community Development for $30,000 in grant funds to the City to be 

used for commissioning a study to implement connectivity between local attractions and 

services. 

 Order 27,394 - accepting the bid of Excavating Associates, Inc. for City Project #2-22-W, 

South End Water Main Replacement, in the lump sum cost not-to-exceed $4,396,880. 

 Order 27,395 - accepting a Multi-Year Contract with RoadBotics in the lump sum not-to- 

exceed $37,275 to provide the Engineering Department with the ability to assess and 

determine which roads require attention in order to better analyze and create a pavement 

improvement plan. 

 Order 27,396 - accepting the sole source purchase of the cost to replace the engine of a 

2018 F550 dump truck from Timbrook Ford, Keyser, WV at a cost not-to-exceed 

$25,273.60. 

 Order 27,397 - approving $10,000 Micro-Revolving loans each for Mandela Echefu, 

Wheelzup Adventures and Michael Harris, Pepper in a Bottle for the terms 60-month 

amortization period, 3% interest, first payment due January 2025, and no interest charged 

until January 1, 2025. 

 Order 27,398 - approving the purchase of equipment from CDW to replace City IT 

Storage Switches, which are end of life unsupported systems at a cost not-to-exceed 

$65,636.66. 

 Order 27,399 - declaring certain City-owned properties to be surplus and 

authorizing them for sale. 

 Order 27,400 - executing a donation agreement between the Mayor and City Council and 

Kevin L. Rowan and Annabel E. Rowan for the donation of a parcel of real property at 

526 Broadway Circle and the improvements thereon, if any, to the City. 



 Order 27,401 - approving a contribution of $50,000 to match the Allegany County 

appropriation to the Baltimore Street Construction Impact Grant program with funding 

reassigned from the Micro-Revolving Loan Fund. 

XII. Public Comments 

Martha Letterman, 7 Washington Street, spoke about dangerous pedestrian crossings in 

Cumberland, one being at the intersection of Cumberland and Washington Streets, and another 

being at Mechanic and Baltimore Streets before the Baltimore Street Bridge.  She spoke of how 

some cars speed up, and don’t stop.  She explained that the intersection at Cumberland and 

Washington, it’s nearly impossible to cross, with traffic coming from all directions.  She said at 

the Mechanic and Baltimore Street/Bridge crossing, it takes her no fewer than 20 minutes to cross 

in the evening.  She also mentioned that she has seen one accident live at the intersection of 

Cumberland and Washington Streets.  She said people don’t pay attention.  She said she has lived 

here for 20 years and works downtown, and said it wouldn’t feel right if she didn’t speak up 

about this issue, because it’s a dangerous situation.  She stated that someone should look at this. 

Mayor Morriss advised that they will have Mr. Silka, Chief Ternent, and Engineering look at this 

issue to find a solution, as they want Cumberland to be a tourist destination where people feel 

safe. 

All public comments are limited to 5 minutes per person 

XIII. Adjournment 

 With no further business at hand, the meeting adjourned at 7:33 p.m. 

 

Minutes approved on ___________________________  

 

Raymond M. Morriss, Mayor ______________________________ 

 

ATTEST: Allison K. Layton, City Clerk _____________________________ 



File Attachments for Item:

. Ordinance 3972 (1st reading) - to repeal Article XIV of Chapter 25 of the City Code and to reenact it 

with amendments for the purpose of abrogating regulations which are not content neutral and to otherwise

amend its terms



ORDINANCE NO. 3972 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF CUMBERLAND, ENTITLED 

“AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL ARTICLE XIV OF CHAPTER 25 OF THE CITY CODE 

AND TO REENACT IT WITH AMENDMENTS FOR THE PURPOSE OF ABROGATING 

REGULATIONS WHICH ARE NOT CONTENT NEUTRAL AND TO OTHERWISE AMEND 

ITS TERMS.”  

WHEREAS, Article XIV (Sections 25-396 to 25-407) of the City’s 

Zoning Ordinance (Chapter 25 of the City Code) sets forth the 

City’s Sign Control Provisions. 

  WHEREAS, some of the terms of the Sign Control Provisions are 

not content-neutral although applicable law generally requires 

that sign regulations may not restrict constitutionally-protected 

speech.   

 

  WHEREAS, City staff conducted a review of the Sign Control 

Provisions and determined that they should be rewritten for the 

reason set forth above and to otherwise update its terms to address 

the City’s needs. 

WHEREAS, the City of Cumberland Municipal Planning and Zoning 

Commission held two public hearings on the subject matter of this 

Ordinance on November 27, 2023, and January 22, 2024, and 

determined that it should recommend that the Mayor and City Council 

pass an Ordinance repealing the current Sign Control Provisions 

and adopting the new ones which are attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council held a public hearing 

regarding the subject matter of this Ordinance on March 5, 2024, 

2024, having published notice of the time and place of the hearing 

together with a summary of this Ordinance in the Cumberland Times-

News, a newspaper of general circulation in the City of Cumberland, 

once each week for two successive weeks (on February 16, 2024, 

2024 and February 23, 2024), the first such notice having been 

published at least 14 days before the hearing, as required by 

Section 25-439(f) of the City Code and Section 4-203(b) of the 

Land Use Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.  

WHEREAS, consistent with the recommendation of the Municipal 

Planning and Zoning Commission, the Mayor and City Council have 

determined that they should approve the said recommendations, 

repeal the City’s current Sign Control Provisions and enact the 

new Sign Control Provisions set forth in the Exhibit A attached 

hereto. 



 NOW, THEREFORE: 

SECTION 1: BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF 

CUMBERLAND, that Article XIV of Chapter 25 of the City Code 

(Sections 25-396 to 25-407) is repealed and reenacted with 

amendments to read as is set forth in the Exhibit A attached 

hereto. 

SECTION 2: AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance 

shall take effect ten (10) days from the date of its passage.  

Passed this                  day of                        , 

2024. 

       

            

       ________________________________ 

  Raymond M. Morriss, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________________ 

Allison Layton, City Clerk 
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ARTICLE XIV. SIGN CONTROL PROVISIONS 

 

 

Sec. 25-401. Purpose. 

 

Signs perform an important function by identifying residences and businesses to pedestrians and motorists. 

The purpose of this article is to assist in promoting the public's health, safety, and general welfare, and to promote 

and preserve aesthetics through the control of signage within the city. This goal shall be achieved by reducing 

potential signage conflicts between pedestrian and vehicular traffic, preserving property values, preventing 

unsightly detrimental development that has a blighting influence upon residential, business, and industrial uses, 

and preventing signs from reaching such an excessive size that they obscure one another to the detriment of all 

concerned, and securing certain fundamentals of design for the city.  

 

Sec. 25-402. Applicability. 

 

This article shall apply to all signs in the City unless they are exempted hereinafter or elsewhere in the city 

code. Signs may be placed, installed, erected, altered, maintained, used, removed, or moved, only in compliance 

with the provisions of this section and other regulations of the city relating to the placement, erection, alteration, 

maintenance, use, removal, or moving of signs and similar devices. 

 

Sec. 25-403. Rules of construction. 

 

(a) Signs which meet the definitions for multiple types of signs shall be subject to the requirements for 

each type of sign.  

 

(b) Whenever there are overlapping sign dimension requirements, the requirements for the specific type 

of sign shall take precedence over the requirements for a general category of signs. 

Sec. 25-404. Sign types; requirements. 

 

The types of signs and the requirements applicable thereto are set forth below.   

  

(a) Awning/canopy signs.  Any sign painted on or attached to an awning or canopy.   Awning/canopy signs 

shall be treated as wall signs, shall be subject to the requirement applicable to such signs, and shall be included in 

the overall area calculations for such signs.  Signs may be attached flat against awnings or canopies made of rigid 

materials.  They shall not project above the awning or canopy.  Awnings and canopies of non-rigid materials (e.g., 

canvas) shall have signs only appliquéd or painted on them.  

 

(b) Election polling place signs.  Temporary signs at election polling locations may not exceed six (6) 

square feet in area per sign face.   Such signs must be removed within twenty-four (24) hours of Election Day.   

 

(c) Electronic changeable copy sign. A type of sign or portion thereof that is capable of displaying words, 

symbols or alphanumeric characters which are defined by a small number of matrix elements using different 

combinations of light emitting diodes (LEDs), fiber optics, light bulbs or other illumination devices that can be 



 

 

electronically or automatically programmed and may be changed by remote or automatic means. All electronic 

changeable copy signs shall comply with the following minimum requirements:  

 

(1) Electronic changeable copy signs shall be permitted only as freestanding signs, low ground 

(monument) signs, or wall signs in those zoning districts where specifically permitted and only in full 

compliance with the applicable dimensions and height specified respectively for each type of sign 

within the applicable zone. However, not more than one (1) electronic changeable copy sign shall be 

permitted in any chosen form on an individual lot of record.  

 

(2) All electronic changeable copy signs shall be programmed to ensure that each individual display 

message shall remain in static (non-moving, non-scrolling, non-streaming video, or non-changing) 

display for not less than eight (8) consecutive seconds before transitioning to a different display 

message. Any background image accompanying a message shall remain static with the wording and 

shall not emulate any form of motion or movement. The transition between individual messages shall 

occur through a gradual fade out of the preceding message and a gradual fade in to the subsequent 

message with no image overlap of not less than two (2) consecutive seconds, resulting in a complete 

individual message cycle of not less than ten (10) consecutive seconds. No flashing or simulated 

animation of any message or portion thereof (with the limited exception of authorized time and 

temperature displays) shall be permitted on an electronic changeable copy sign. Any and all 

background or text color patterns associated with a display message shall remain static and 

unchanging during each message display cycle.  

 

(3) Where an electronic changeable copy sign shall include a time and temperature display, said time 

display shall be in numeric hours and minutes only (not utilizing an animated clock face), and said 

temperature display shall be in numeric Fahrenheit and/or Celsius readings only. The time and 

temperature messages shall be allowed to change only as necessary to ensure reading accuracy and 

may be displayed either as part of each static individual message or as separate messages in the 

display cycle. The time and temperature shall be displayed in a fixed location on the display area 

during each programmed display cycle.  

 

(4) The sign shall be equipped with photosensitive equipment that is programmed to automatically 

adjust the brightness and contrast of the sign in direct relation to the ambient outdoor illumination. 

Maximum brightness levels for electronic changeable copy signs shall not exceed five thousand 

(5,000) nits (a standard unit measure of luminance) when measured from the sign's face at its 

maximum brightness, during daylight hours, and five hundred (500) nits when measured from the 

sign's face at its maximum brightness between dusk and dawn, i.e., the time of day between sunrise 

and sunset.  

 

(5) All letters, numbers, or other typographical symbols displayed on an electronic changeable copy sign 

shall be of a size that is fully legible and distinctly discernible from any associated background image 

or colors by a person with 20-20 full-color visual acuity at a distance of not less than two hundred 

(200) feet from the sign. 

  

(6) Each electronic changeable copy sign shall be programmed or set in a manner such that the display 

will turn dark and emit no light or shut down in case of a malfunction.  

 



 

 

(7) Prior to approval of a permit to install/erect an electronic changeable copy sign on a property, the 

property owner and the owner of the proposed sign (if they are not one and the same individual) 

shall sign an affidavit attesting to and affirming their full and complete understanding of the 

aforementioned specific requirements and their consent to remain in full compliance with them. An 

original of said affidavit shall be attached to the issued permit and retained in the city's files.  

 

(d) Flashing sign. A sign, the illumination of which is not kept constantly in intensity at all times when in 

use, and which exhibits sudden or marked changes in lighting effects. Illuminated signs which indicate the time, 

temperature, date, or other similar information shall not be considered flashing signs.  

 

(e) Freestanding sign (pole or ground signs).  A sign which is not affixed to a building that is supported by, 

or suspended from a freestanding column or other support located in or upon the ground surface.  

 

(f) Illuminated sign. A sign that has characters, letters, figures, designs, or outlines illuminated by electric 

lighting or luminous tubes as part of the sign. Illuminated signs are subject to the following requirements: 

 

(i) They shall be illuminated only with steady, stationary, shielded light sources directed solely 

onto the sign without causing glare.  Light bulbs or lighting tubes used for illuminating a sign 

shall not be visible from adjacent public rights-of-way or residential properties. 

 

(ii) The intensity of sign lighting shall not exceed that necessary to illuminate and make legible a 

sign from the adjacent road or closest right-of-way.  The illumination of a sign shall not be 

obtrusive to the surrounding area. 

 

(iii) Sign lighting shall be shielded so no direct light will shine on abutting properties or in the 

normal line of vision of the public using the streets or sidewalks.  

 

(iv) No flood or spotlights shall be mounted higher than twenty-five (25) feet above ground level. 

 

(g) Indirectly illuminated sign. A non-flashing sign that is illuminated from an external artificial source.  

These signs must be arranged so that no direct rays of light are projected from the artificial source into residential 

properties or public streets.  

 

(h) Low ground sign. Non-advertising, for identification purposes only.  Unless otherwise specified in this 

article, low ground signs may only be used for identification (but not for advertising) purposes. Low ground signs 

may not exceed five (5) feet in height. The maximum permitted gross sign area per display face for an electronic 

changeable copy sign erected as a low ground sign shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet. Electronic 

changeable copy signs shall be prohibited as low ground signs in the Conservation Zone and the R-E (Estate 

Residential), R-S (Suburban Residential), and R-U (Urban Residential) Zones and on residential principal use 

properties within the R-O (Office/Residential) Zone 

 

(i) Marquee Sign: A freestanding sign which utilizes changeable letters or copy.  Marquee signs are subject 

to the following standards: 

 

(i) There shall be no more than one internally illuminated change-letter marquee sign per property. 



 

 

 

(ii) The area of a marquee sign shall not exceed forty-eight (48) square feet in copy area.  Such a sign 

shall be incorporated into the main freestanding sign or may be wall-mounted. 

 

(iii) Letters or symbols shall not exceed twelve (12) inches in height. 

 

(iv) Any portion of a marquee sign incorporated into the main freestanding sign or building sign shall 

be treated as such and shall be included in the overall calculations for such sign. 

 

(j)    Mobile sign. A sign that is affixed to a vehicle in such a manner that the carrying of such sign or signs is 

no longer incidental to the vehicle's primary purpose, but becomes a primary purpose in itself, shall be considered 

a freestanding sign and, as such, shall be subject to the provisions regarding freestanding signs in the district in 

which such vehicle is located.  No person owning, possessing or controlling a vehicle with a mobile sign attached 

may leave it within a public street, right-of-way, or other property for more than eight (8) hours at a time and 

may not return the vehicle to a location within 100 feet of the parking space for one (1) week after its removal.  

Notwithstanding the foregoing, vehicles with mobile signs attached hereto may not be parked on or in city-

owned parking lots or garages.   Vehicles with mobile signs affixed thereto which are illegally parked are subject 

to being towed and impounded as provided for in sections 13-38 and 13-49 of this code.   

 

(k) Neighborhood identification sign. A sign intended to promote the identity of a neighborhood or other 

sub-area within the city that is posted by the city or with the approval of the zoning administrator. They are 

permitted in all neighborhoods but may not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area. 

 

(l) Occupant sign. A sign bearing only the names and/or addresses of occupants or premises.  See section 

25-407(b)(3). 

 

(m) Projecting sign. A sign which is attached to the structure wall and which extends perpendicular or at an 

angle from the plane of such wall. Such signs are subject to the following requirements. 

 

(i) The two sides of a projecting sign must be parallel and of the same dimensions back-to-

back and shall not exceed twelve (12) inches in thickness and ten (10) square feet in area. 

 

(ii) A projecting sign shall be hung at right angles to the building and shall not project more 

than four (4) feet from the wall or surface to which it is mounted.  

 

(iii) Projecting or suspended signs shall have a minimum clearance of ten (10) feet above 

grade and shall not project into a vehicular public way. 

 

(iv)  Projecting signs shall not interfere with normal pedestrian or vehicular traffic. 

 

(n)   Rooftop signs. No roof signs other than directional devices as may be required by the federal and state 

aviation authorities shall be placed, inscribed, or supported upon the roof or upon any structure that extends 

above the eaves of the roof of any building.   

 



 

 

(o) Sandwich/sidewalk sign. An "A-frame" type sign that stands with self-supporting elements and is not 

permanently affixed to the ground.  (7). One (1) on-premise sign is allowed in compliance with the following 

standards:  

 

(i) It may not stand higher than four (4) feet off the ground. 

 

(ii) It must have a surface area no greater than eight (8) square feet (per side). 

 

(iii) It must be constructed of durable materials.  

 

(iv) Its copy must be professionally prepared. 

 

(v) It must be removed from the street when the business is closed.  

 

(vi) It may not obstruct pedestrian traffic by more than twenty (20) percent of the width of any 

pedestrian right of way. 

 

(vii) It may not have wheels.  

(p)    Temporary sign. A sign that Is intended to remain on the location where it is erected or placed for a 

period of not more than ninety (90) days.  See section 25-407(b)(4).  Although not mandated, the city requests 
that all election candidate's signs be removed no later than thirty (30) days after the date of an election .  

(q) Wall sign (parallel sign). A sign attached to the wall of a structure with the face in a plane parallel to 

such wall, and not extending more than fifteen (15) inches from the face of such wall.  

 

(i) Wall signs shall not be mounted higher than the eave line or top of the parapet wall of the 

building and no portions of the sign shall extend beyond the ends of the wall to which it is 

attached. 

 

(ii) For each business on a separate property, wall-mounted signage for each street frontage is 

permitted with a maximum area of one (1) square foot of signage per one (1) lineal foot of street 

frontage of the building. 

 

(iii) Buildings that have multiple businesses accessed by separate entrances each business shall be 

permitted one (1) building sign for each street frontage with a maximum area of one (1) square 

foot of signage per one (1) lineal foot of street frontage of the building dedicated to that 

business. 

 

(r) Wall-painted signs. A sign painted directly on the wall of a structure. See section 25-407(b)(6). 

 

(s) Window sign. A sign affixed to or visible through a window of a building.  



 

 

 
 
Sec. 25-405. Prohibited signs in all districts. 

 
The following sign types are prohibited within all districts:  

 

(1) Signs which any way simulate official, functional, directional, or warning signs erected or maintained by 

the United States Government, the State of Maryland, county, or municipality thereof, or by any 

railroad, public utility, or similar agency concerned with the protection of public health or safety which 

are not authorized or constructed by the subject entity.  

 

(2) Banners, spinners, flags (excluding those described in section 25-407(a)(2)&(b)(1), pennants, or any 

similar moving object more than fifteen (15) square feet in size, whether containing a message or not, 

except for use during not more than four (4) special occasions in one (1) calendar year by a use located 

in the Local Business, Highway Business, Central Business, and Business-Commercial Districts for a 

period of not more than a total of twenty (20) days per calendar year or unless permitted as a 

temporary sign under section 25-404(p).  

 

(3) Flashing, blinking, twinkling, animated, or moving signs of any type, except for displays of time, 

temperature, date, and displays of similar information.  

 

(4) Signs placed, inscribed, or supported upon the roof or upon any structure that extends above the 

eaves of the roof of any building.  

 

(5) Signs, other than sandwich board/sidewalk signs, on mobile stands that can be moved from place to 

place.  

 

(6) Signs which emit smoke, visible vapors, or particles, sound, or odor.  

 

Sec. 25-406. Permits. 

 
(a) Generally. With the exception of those signs listed in section 25-407, all signs shall require the issuance 

of a sign permit by the zoning administrator before erection or replacement. All signs must comply with 

the regulations contained in this article and elsewhere in the city code, regardless of whether a permit is 

required. No permit shall be required for a mere change of copy on a sign, the customary use of which 

involves frequent and periodic changes of copy. 

  



 

 

(b) Applications. Application for a sign permit shall be made to the zoning administrator on a form provided 

by the administrator's office and shall be accompanied by a filing fee established by the mayor and city 

council. The zoning administrator, or his/her authorized designee, shall review and approve, approve 

with conditions, or deny the permit request within fifteen (15) days of receipt of a complete submission.  

 

Sec. 25-407. Signs not requiring a permit. Signs which meet the standards set forth in Section 25-404. 

 

(a) Exempt signs. The following types of signs are exempt from obtaining a permit:  

 

(1) Address/postbox numerals.  

 

(2) Government signs, flags, and standards erected by the city, county, state, or federal government 

in furtherance of their governmental responsibility. Such signs, flags, and standards may include, 

but are not limited to, those used for community identity, to identify facility entrances and 

grounds, for special community events, and to provide direction to places of interest.  

 

(3) Legal notices.  

 

(4) Scoreboards. 

 

(b) Provisionally exempt signs. The following types of signs may be erected without a sign permit, provided 

that the standards of this section are met:  

 

(1) Flags. These shall be allowed subject to the following standards:  

 

a. Flags of the United States of America, the state, the city, foreign nations having diplomatic 

relations with the United States, and any other flag adopted or sanctioned by an elected 

legislative body of competent jurisdiction. Such a flag shall not be flown from a pole more 

than thirty-five (35) feet in height.  

 

b. Flags other than those prohibited under section 25-402 shall not be flown from a pole more 

than twenty-five (25) feet in height, but in no case shall the corporate flag be flown at a 

height greater than any flag identified in subsection (b)(2)a., located on the same parcel.  

 

(2) Fuel seller signs. The maximum area for display signs at establishments selling fuel shall be 

twenty-four (24) square feet per sign face. One (1) such sign shall be allowed per arterial or 

major collector roadway frontage.  

 

(3) Occupant signs. One (1) such sign shall be permitted to be constructed on the building face, with 

the area of said sign not to exceed one (1) square foot in area. In addition to this sign, one (1) 

freestanding occupant sign or low ground sign not exceeding four (4) square feet in area shall be 

allowed on each property, subject to provisions regarding such sign types contained in section 

25-411 for residential and conservation districts, section 25-412 for the B-CBD, B-H, B-L, G-C, G-I, 

and B-C Districts, and section 25-413 for the I-G District.  

 



 

 

(4) Temporary signs. Signs set back 4 feet or less from the edge of a roadway or between the edge of 

a roadway and a sidewalk are exempt from permitting if they are no more than six (6) square 

feet in area and are placed at that location no sooner than sixty (60) days before a primary or 

general election and removed no later than thirty (30) days from the date of the election.     

 

(5) Service entrance signs. Service entrance signs are allowed provided they are not illuminated and 

do not exceed four (4) square feet.  

 

(6) Wall painted signs. These signs are allowed subject to all other applicable regulations but may 

not exceed fifty (50) percent of the allowable square footage that would otherwise be permitted.  

 

(7) Window posters. These include signs inside windows of buildings within commercial areas, 

provided that the sign area does not exceed twenty-five (25) percent of the individual glass area 

through which it is seen.  

 

Sec. 25-408. Nonconforming signs and sign structures. 

 

Signs existing at the time of passage of this article that do not conform to the requirements of this 

chapter or elsewhere in the code shall be considered nonconforming signs and, once removed, shall be 

replaced only with conforming signs.  Non-conforming signs are subject to the following provisions: 

 

1. Nonconforming signs shall be kept in good repair, including sign maintenance, repainting, and 

replacement of broken or deteriorated parts of the sign itself. 

 

2. Change and modification. A nonconforming sign or sign structure shall be brought into conformity with 

this chapter if it is altered, reconstructed, replaced, expanded, or relocated. A mere change in copy is 

not an alteration or replacement for purposes of this subsection.   

 

3. A non-conforming sign or sign structure shall be removed within thirty (30) days if the building 

containing the use to which the sign is accessory is demolished or destroyed to the extent that the sign 

or the location of the sign is damaged in any respect.   

 



Sec. 25-409. Sign size and area computation. 

 
(a) The size of any sign shall be computed by multiplying its greatest height by its greatest length, exclusive 

of supporting structures unless such supporting structure is illuminated or is in the form of a symbol or 

contains advertising copy. In the case of signs that have no definable edges, such as raised letters 

attached to a building facade, the sign size shall be that area within a single continuous perimeter 

enclosing the extreme limits of the actual message or copy area.  

 

(b) The area of a sign shall be construed to include all lettering, wording, and accompanying designs and 

symbols, together with the background, whether open or enclosed, on which they are displayed.  

 

(c) Where the sign consists of individual letters or symbols attached to or painted on a surface, building, 

wall, or window, the area shall be considered to be that of the smallest rectangle which encompasses 

all of the letters and symbols.  

 

(d) In computing square foot area of a double-faced sign, only one (1) side shall be considered, provided 

both faces are identical. If the interior angle formed by the two (2) faces of the double-faced sign 

exceeds one hundred twenty (120) degrees, both faces shall be considered in calculating the sign area. 

 

 Sec. 25-410. General sign regulations. 

             

(a)     No sign shall be erected containing information on it which states or implies that a property 

may be used for any purpose not permitted under the provisions of this chapter in the zone in 

which the property to which the sign relates is located. 

 

(b) No sign shall be so located or arranged that it interferes with traffic through glare, through blocking of 

reasonable sight lines for streets, sidewalks, or driveways, through confusion with a traffic control 

device (by reason of color, location, shape, or other characteristic), or through any other means.  

 

(c) All signs except temporary signs shall be constructed of durable material and kept in good condition 

and repair. Temporary signs need only be constructed of such material that is sufficiently durable to last 

in good condition and repair for the term of their use.  Electrical signs shall be subject to the 

performance criteria of the Underwriters Laboratory, Incorporated or to applicable city codes, 

whichever is more stringent.  

 

(c) Only signs of a duly constituted governmental body, shall be allowed within street rights-of-way unless 

specifically authorized by other ordinances and regulations of the city.  

 

(d) If an establishment has walls fronting two (2) or more streets, the sign area for each street may be 

computed separately.  

 

(e) Any vehicle to which a sign is affixed in such a manner that the carrying of such sign or signs no longer is 

incidental to the vehicle's primary purpose, but becomes a primary purpose in itself, shall be considered 

a freestanding sign and, as such, shall be subject to the provisions regarding freestanding signs in the 

district in which such vehicle is located.  

 



 

 
 

(f) No sign in other than a residential or conservation district shall be located so as to face any residential 

or conservation district on the same side of the street on which the property bearing the sign fronts. 

This provision shall not apply to signs at right angles to the street line of such street.  

  

(g) The maximum permitted gross sign area per display face for an electronic changeable copy sign erected 

as a parallel or wall sign shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet.  

  

(h) Only one (1) on-premises sign with a maximum area of one hundred fifty (150) square feet may be 

erected which faces or is primarily intended to be visible from the National Freeway (Interstate 68). The 

height of on-premises freestanding signs adjacent to the National Freeway shall not exceed forty (40) 

feet or shall be no higher than the roadway elevation of the adjacent National Freeway.  

 

(i) No off-premises sign shall be erected closer than one hundred (100) feet from the edge of the paved 

roadway of the National Freeway (Interstate 68).  

 

(j) No sign, except a wall sign or projecting sign as defined herein, shall be permitted to have any portion 

thereof extending into the public right-of-way in excess of four (4) feet except as hereinafter modified 

and shall be at least ten (10) feet high above the pavement or ground.  

 

(k) All sign provisions of this chapter shall apply to smokestacks, water towers, and other similar structures.  

 

(l)  No sign shall be placed on a property without the consent of the owner. Sec. 25-411. Signs in the 

residential districts and the conservation district. 

`  
No signs shall be permitted in the residential zoning districts and the Conservation District except as follows:  

 

(a) On-premises signs. 

 

(1) Official traffic signs and other official federal, state, county, and city governmental signs.  

 

(2) Neighborhood identification signs, pursuant to subsection 25-404(k).  

 

(3) Occupant signs, pursuant to subsection 25-404(l) and 25-407(b)(3).  

 

(4) Signs for bulletin or announcement boards for identification of permitted nonresidential 

buildings provided that the area of any such sign shall not exceed twenty (20) square feet. Not 

more than one (1) such sign shall be placed on each property.  

 

(5) Temporary signs, pursuant to subsection 24-404(p) and 24-407(b)(4).  

 

(6) Signs for identification of a permitted home occupation, provided that the area of any such sign 

shall not exceed four (4) square feet.  

 

(7) Low ground signs, pursuant to subsection 25-404(h), except that electronic changeable copy 

signs shall be prohibited within the Conservation, R-E, R-S, and R-U Residential Zones and on 

residential principal use properties in the R-O (Office/Residential) Zone.  

 



 

 
 

(8) Freestanding signs, prohibited, except for low ground signs.  

 

(b) Off-premises signs. 

 

(1) Official traffic signs and other official federal, state, county, and city governmental signs.  

 

(2) Neighborhood identification signs, pursuant to subsection 25-404(k).  

 

(3) Temporary signs, pursuant to subsection 25-404(p) and 25-407(b)(4).  

 

Sec. 25-412. Signs in the B-CBD, B-H, B-L, G-C, G-I, and B-C Districts. 

 
No signs shall be permitted in the B-CBD, B-H, B-L, G-C, G-I, and B-C Districts except as follows:  

 

(a) On-premises signs. 

 

(1) Official traffic signs and other official federal, state, county, and city governmental signs.  

 

(2) Neighborhood identification signs, pursuant to subsection 25-404(k).  

 

(3) Occupant signs, pursuant to subsection 25-404(l) and 25-407(b)(3).  

 

(4) Temporary signs, pursuant to subsection 25-404(p) and 25-407(b)(4).  

 

(5) Signs for identification of a permitted home occupation, provided that the area of any such sign 

shall not exceed four (4) square feet.  

 

(6) Low ground signs, pursuant to subsections 25-404(h), provided:  

 

a. Low ground signs shall be located not less than four (4) feet from the property line and 

shall not be sited within a clear sight triangle as required by section 25-135. The city 

engineer may authorize a low ground sign to be placed within a clear sight triangle where 

special circumstances exist, such as (but not necessarily limited to) intersections of one-

way streets, where traffic sight visibility at the intersection would not be impeded or 

compromised in any way by the placement of a low ground sign within the required clear 

sight triangle.  

 

b. The maximum sign area for a low ground sign shall be thirty-two (32) square feet and not 

more than five (5) feet in height at any point on the sign face.  

 

c. Low ground signs may only be illuminated indirectly as specified in subsection 25-404(h). 

Indirect illumination for a low ground sign shall be accomplished through properly shielded 

and directed lights located on the ground near the base of the sign.  

 

d. Special provisions for low ground signs within the G-C and G-I Zones.  

 



 

 
 

1. One (1) low ground sign shall be allowed as a replacement for each 

freestanding sign permitted under subsection (a)(8). For every low ground sign 

approved for a property, the number of freestanding signs that may be 

permitted on the property shall be reduced by one (1). If a low ground sign is 

desired on a property where the maximum number of freestanding signs 

already exists, at least one (1) of the existing freestanding signs on the property 

must be removed before the requested low ground sign may be erected.  

 

2. The immediate areas surrounding a low ground sign shall be landscaped with 

natural vegetation that will not obscure the sign when mature and will not 

exceed thirty (30) inches in height at maturity when located within either a 

clear sight triangle or four (4) feet of the property line. The highest point of a 

low ground sign shall be not more than five (5) feet above the natural grade of 

the site prior to any alteration of the ground level to support natural 

landscaping under and around the sign.  

 

3. Up to, but not more than, a continuous area of eight (8) square feet on the face 

of any low ground sign may be used for copy. Said signs may not be illuminated.  

 

(6) Wall and projecting signs, provided:  

 

a. Signs attached to a main wall of a principal building shall not project more than four (4) 

feet therefrom and no portion shall be less than ten (10) feet and no more than twenty-five 

(25) feet above basic grade. If not projecting more than five (5) inches from a wall of a 

building, no portion shall be less than seven and one-half (7-1/2) feet above the grade.  

 

b. The total area of all signs shall not exceed twenty-five (25) percent of the area of the 

building face (including window and door area and cornices) to which they are attached. In 

no case, however, shall the total area of all signs exceed one hundred (100) square feet.  

 

c. Permanent window signs shall be considered parallel signs and included in this 

computation but shall nevertheless not exceed twenty-five (25) percent of the total 

window area on each street.  

 

d. In the case of a shopping center, a group of stores, or other business uses on a lot held in 

single or separate ownership, the provisions of this section relating to the total area of 

signs permitted on a premise shall apply with respect to each building, separate store, or 

similar use. Only parallel signs shall be permitted for the individual establishments. 

However, the total area permitted to be covered by a sign shall not exceed fifteen (15) 

percent of the area of the building face.  

 

e. Wall or parallel signs shall be permitted on a side or rear wall only if such wall abuts a 

street, driveway or parking area and shall not distract from the architectural features of the 

structure as so approved by the zoning administrator. The maximum size shall be limited to 

twenty (20) percent of the total sign area permitted and shall not be more than twenty-five 

(25) feet above the basic grade.  

 



 

 
 

(8) Freestanding signs.  

 

a. Shall be limited to one (1) except for an establishment which fronts on two (2) or more 

streets in which case a sign may be erected in each yard fronting on a street.  

 

b. No portion of any such sign shall be less than ten (10) or more than forty (40) feet above 

the ground except such signs described in subsections d. and e. below.  

 

c. The area of any freestanding sign, except such signs as described in d. and e. below, shall 

not exceed one (1) square foot for each two (2) feet of lineal lot frontage or fifty (50) 

square feet, whichever is smaller.  

 

d. No sign shall be located beyond the rear or side wall of the main building when the rear or 

side property line on which it is situated abuts a residential or conservation district, except 

signs that convey information such as parking, entrances, and traffic flow directions. The 

area of one (1) side of any such sign shall not exceed eight (8) square feet. The name of the 

business located on the premises may appear on such signs.  

 

e. No portion of a shopping center freestanding sign shall be less than twenty (20) or more 

than forty (40) feet above the ground. The area of any one (1) side of such sign shall not 

exceed one hundred fifty (150) square feet. The location and orientation of such sign shall 

be shown on the development plan.  

 

f. In the case of a shopping center, the number of its freestanding signs shall be according to 

the following schedule: Parking facilities for one hundred (100) to five hundred (500) cars, 

one (1) freestanding sign shall be allowed. For every additional increment of five hundred 

(500) parking spaces, one (1) additional freestanding sign is permitted. At no time shall 

there be more than four (4) freestanding signs per shopping center.  

 

g. In the case of a group of business uses other than a shopping center, on a lot held in single 

or separate ownership, a single freestanding sign, including individual signs identifying 

different establishments, may be erected on a common backing provided that the total 

area on one (1) side of the sign does not exceed one hundred (100) square feet. The 

structural backing for all such signs shall be uniform and no sign may extend, in any 

direction, beyond the outside edge of the backing. No portion of any such backing shall be 

less than five (5) feet or more than twelve (12) feet above the ground.  

 

(b) Off-premises signs. 

 

(1) Official traffic signs and other official federal, state, county, and city governmental signs.  

 

(2) Neighborhood identification signs, pursuant to subsection 25-404(k).  

 

(3) Temporary signs, pursuant to subsection 25-404(p) and 25-407(b)(4).  

 

(4) Off-premises commercial advertising signs shall be permitted only in the B-H (Highway Business) 

and B-C (Business-Commercial) Districts. Such signs shall comply with the following standards:  



 

 
 

 

a. All wall and projecting signs shall not exceed two (2) square feet for each foot of length of 

the front building wall or length of that portion of such wall which is devoted to such 

establishments or three hundred seventy-five (375) square feet, whichever is smaller. Said 

signs are permitted on a side or rear wall only if such wall abuts a street, driveway, or 

parking area. No sign shall be more than twenty-five (25) feet above the basic grade.  

 

b. Freestanding signs shall not exceed one (1) square foot of sign area for each two (2) feet of 

lot frontage or three hundred seventy-five (375) square feet, whichever is smaller. Not 

more than one (1) such sign shall be placed on property in single and separate ownership 

unless such property fronts on more than one (1) street, in which case one (1) such sign 

may be erected on each street frontage.  

 

c. No sign shall be more than twenty-five (25) feet above the basic grade. No sign shall be 

located beyond the side property line upon which it is situated where it abuts a residential 

district.  

 

(c) Special provisions for signs in the G-C and G-I Districts. In addition to the signage provisions set forth in 

this section, those portions of section 25-141 related to signage in the gateway (G-C and G-I) districts 

also apply. 

 

 Sec. 25-413. Signs in the I-G District. 

 

No signs shall be permitted in the I-G District except as follows:  

 

(a) On-premises signs. 

 

(1) Official traffic signs and other official federal, state, county, and city governmental signs.  

 

(2) Neighborhood identification signs, pursuant to subsection 25-404(k).  

 

(3) Occupant signs, pursuant to subsection 25-404(l) and 25-407(b)(3).  

 

(4) Temporary signs, pursuant to subsection 25-404(p) and 25-407(b)(3).  

 

(5) Low ground signs, pursuant to subsection 25-404(i).  

 

(6) Wall and projecting signs, providing:  

 

a. Signs shall not exceed two (2) square feet for each foot of length of the front building wall 

or length of that portion of such wall which is devoted to such establishment or three 

hundred seventy-five (375) square feet, whichever is smaller.  

 

b. Signs are permitted on a side or rear wall only if such wall abuts a street, driveway, or 

parking area.  

 



 

 
 

c. No sign shall be more than twenty-five (25) feet above the basic grade, nor shall be closer 

than one hundred (100) feet to residential area.  

 

d. No sign shall project higher than the roof line.  

 

(7) Freestanding signs, providing:  

 

a. Shall not exceed one (1) square foot of sign area for each two (2) feet of lot frontage or 

three hundred and seventy-five (375) square feet, whichever is smaller.  

 

b. Not more than one (1) free standing sign shall be placed on a property unless it fronts on 

more than one (1) street, in which case one (1) such sign may be erected on each street 

frontage. In addition, one (1) freestanding sign, indicating the name of an industrial park 

and the industries within, may be erected along each highway on which the park fronts. 

The location and design of such signs shall be subject to review and approval by the 

planning commission.  

 

c. No sign shall project higher than the roof line. No sign shall be located beyond the rear or 

side wall of the main building when the rear or side property line upon which it is situated 

abuts a residential district.  

 

(b) Planned industrial park sign requirements. 

 

(1) One (1) sign, indicating the name of the industrial park and the industries therein, may be 

erected along each highway on which the development fronts. Such sign may be freestanding or 

attached to a wall or fence. Plans showing the proposed location and design of such sign shall be 

subject to approval by the planning commission.  

 

(2) Identification signs for individual industries shall be permanently attached to the building and 

shall preferably be part of the architectural design of a building. One (1) sign may be placed on 

the front, sides, or rear of a building or on all sides, provided the area conforms with the formula 

established in subsection (a)(7)a.  

 

(3) One (1) freestanding sign may be used only when an industry comprises a group of buildings. 

Such sign shall neither extend into any minimum required yard nor rise above the roof line of 

adjacent buildings. The sign shall not exceed the area derived from the formula established in 

subsection (a)(7)a.  

 

(4) A temporary sign not to exceed one hundred fifty (150) square feet may be erected during 

construction within the rear half of required yards facing upon streets. The purpose of such a 

sign is to identify the industry that will occupy the lot and the organizations or persons 

concerned with its construction. A temporary use permit shall be obtained from the office of the 

zoning administrator. Temporary signs shall be removed within thirty (30) days following 

completion of construction. 

 

Secs. 25-414—25-435. Reserved.  
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ORDINANCE NO. 3973 
 

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF CUMBERLAND 
INFRASTRUCTURE BONDS, 2024 SERIES A 

 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF CUMBERLAND ENTITLED 

AN ORDINANCE OF MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF CUMBERLAND, A 
MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF THE STATE OF MARYLAND (THE “ISSUER”), 
PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF AN AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED THREE MILLION THREE HUNDRED FIFTY 
THOUSAND DOLLARS ($3,350,000.00) OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS OF 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF CUMBERLAND, MARYLAND, TO BE KNOWN 
AS THE “MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF CUMBERLAND INFRASTRUCTURE 
BONDS, 2024 SERIES A” (OR BY SUCH OTHER OR ADDITIONAL DESIGNATION 
OR DESIGNATIONS AS REQUIRED BY THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
ADMINISTRATION IDENTIFIED HEREIN, THE “BONDS”), TO BE ISSUED AND 
SOLD PURSUANT TO THE AUTHORITY OF SECTIONS 4-101 THROUGH 4-255 OF 
THE HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ARTICLE OF THE 
ANNOTATED CODE OF MARYLAND, AS AMENDED, FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
PROVIDING ALL OR A PORTION OF THE FUNDS NECESSARY FOR (I) 
FINANCING, REIMBURSING AND/OR REFINANCING COSTS OF THE PROJECTS 
GENERALLY IDENTIFIED HEREIN AS (A) OFFICE EQUIPMENT AND 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY IMPROVEMENTS, EQUIPMENT AND 
SOFTWARE, (B) NEW AND/OR REPLACEMENT VEHICLES AND VEHICLE 
IMPROVEMENTS/EQUIPMENT, (C) FACILITY AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
IMPROVEMENTS, (D) STREET IMPROVEMENTS, AND/OR (E) WATER SYSTEM, 
SEWER SYSTEM AND FLOOD CONTROL IMPROVEMENTS AND EQUIPMENT, 
(II) FUNDING A PORTION OF A CAPITAL RESERVE FUND AND/OR OTHER 
RESERVES, AND/OR (III) PAYING OR REIMBURSING ISSUANCE AND OTHER 
COSTS RELATED TO THE BONDS; PROVIDING THAT THE BONDS SHALL BE 
ISSUED UPON THE FULL FAITH AND CREDIT OF THE ISSUER; PROVIDING FOR 
THE DISBURSEMENT OF THE PROCEEDS OF THE SALE OF THE BONDS AND 
FOR THE LEVY OF ANNUAL TAXES UPON ALL ASSESSABLE PROPERTY 
WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE ISSUER FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE 
PRINCIPAL OF AND INTEREST ON THE BONDS AS THEY SHALL 
RESPECTIVELY MATURE OR COME DUE; PROVIDING FOR THE FORMS, 
TENOR, DENOMINATIONS, MATURITY DATE OR DATES AND OTHER 
PROVISIONS OF THE BONDS; PROVIDING FOR THE SALE OF THE BONDS; AND 
PROVIDING FOR RELATED PURPOSES, INCLUDING, WITHOUT LIMITATION, 
THE METHOD OF FIXING THE INTEREST RATE OR RATES TO BE BORNE BY 
THE BONDS, THE APPROVAL, EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF DOCUMENTS, 
AGREEMENTS, CERTIFICATES AND INSTRUMENTS, AND THE MAKING OF OR 
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PROVIDING FOR THE MAKING OF REPRESENTATIONS AND COVENANTS 
CONCERNING THE TAX STATUS OF INTEREST ON THE BONDS. 

 
RECITALS 

 
WHEREAS, Mayor and City Council of Cumberland (the “Issuer”) is a municipal 

corporation of the State of Maryland organized under a charter (the “Charter”) adopted in 
accordance with Article XI-E of the Constitution of Maryland and operating under the Charter and 
other applicable law; and 

 
WHEREAS, Sections 4-101 through 4-255 of the Housing and Community Development 

Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, as amended (the “Act”), authorize the Community 
Development Administration (the “Administration”), a governmental unit in the Division of 
Development Finance of the Department of Housing and Community Development, a principal 
department of the government of the State of Maryland, to provide financial assistance to political 
subdivisions and municipal corporations to finance, among other things, infrastructure projects 
and to establish a capital reserve fund in connection therewith; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the authority of the Act, the Issuer has determined to issue its 
general obligation bonds in one or more series in the aggregate principal amount not to exceed 
Three Million Three Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($3,350,000.00) (the “Bonds,” as defined 
herein) for the purpose of providing all or a portion of the funds necessary for (i) financing, 
reimbursing and/or refinancing all or a portion of the costs of the Project (as defined in Section 
1(a) hereof), (ii) funding a portion of a capital reserve fund and/or other reserves required by the 
Administration under the Program identified below, and/or (iii) paying or reimbursing issuance 
and other costs related to the Bonds; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Issuer proposes to issue and sell the Bonds to the Administration, in 
connection with the Local Government Infrastructure Financing Program of the Administration 
(the “Program”); and  
 

WHEREAS, it is the intention of the Issuer by this Ordinance to provide for the issuance 
and sale of the aforementioned Bonds and to obtain a loan or loans from the Administration 
pursuant to the Program (collectively, the “Loan”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Issuer intends to authorize the execution and delivery of the Bonds and 

all other documents, agreements, certificates and other materials related to the issuance, sale and 
delivery of the Bonds and the Loan; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Administration intends to issue one or more series of its Local 
Government Infrastructure Bonds to finance the Loan and other loans to be financed pursuant to 
the Program. 
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BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF CUMBERLAND: 
 
Section 1.  Authorization, Terms, Form of Bonds. 

 
(a) Mayor and City Council of Cumberland (the “Issuer”) shall borrow upon its full 

faith and credit and shall issue and sell upon its full faith and credit an aggregate principal amount 
not to exceed Three Million Three Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($3,350,000.00) of its general 
obligation bonds, to be issued pursuant to the authority of Sections 4-101 through 4-255 of the 
Housing and Community Development Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, as amended 
(the “Act”), to be known as the “Mayor and City Council of Cumberland Infrastructure Bonds, 
2024 Series A” (or by such other or additional designation or designations as required by the 
Administration (as defined below) prior to issuance, including, without limitation, to identify 
separate series or subseries (collectively, the “Bonds” and, individually, a “Bond”)).  The proceeds 
from the sale of the Bonds shall be used for the public purpose of providing all or a portion of the 
funds necessary for (i) financing, reimbursing and/or refinancing all or a portion of the costs of 
certain projects identified as follows:  (A) office equipment and information technology 
improvements, equipment and software (including, without limitation, computers, scanners, 
switches, and servers), (B) new and/or replacement vehicles (including, without limitation, patrol 
vehicles (including sport utility vehicles), administration vehicles, utility vehicles, light and heavy 
duty trucks, and ambulances, and equipment for any of the foregoing) and vehicle 
improvements/equipment for use by various City departments, including the Police, Fire, Street, 
Central Services, Water Distribution, and Sanitary Sewer Departments, (C) facility and 
infrastructure improvements (including, without limitation, wastewater treatment plant roof 
replacements/improvements and HVAC improvements), (D) street improvements (including, 
without limitation, paving/repaving and traffic control improvements), and/or (E) water system, 
sewer system and flood control improvements and equipment (including, without limitation, valve 
equipment, anthracite and sand filter media, SCADA system equipment and improvements, water 
main replacements, aeration return lines, sewer lining, flood gates, canal rewatering, and anaerobic 
digester improvements), together with, in each such case as is applicable with respect to the project 
components described in clauses (i)(A) through (E), the acquisition or payment for, improved or 
unimproved land, necessary property rights and equipment, related site and utility improvements, 
related planning, study, design, architectural, engineering, document development, bidding, 
permitting, acquisition, demolition, removal, construction, reconstruction, expansion, 
rehabilitation, renovation, repair, construction management, inspection, installation, improvement, 
furnishing and equipping expenses and other related expenses, paving, repaving, sidewalk, curb, 
gutter and drain work, landscaping, and functionally related activities necessary at the locations or 
facilities at or near which such undertakings occur, administrative, financial and legal expenses, 
and related or similar costs, and any such costs that may represent the Issuer’s share or contribution 
to such undertaking (collectively, the “Project”), (ii) funding a portion of a capital reserve fund 
and/or other reserves required by the Community Development Administration (the 
“Administration”) under the Program identified in subsection (b) below, and/or (iii) paying or 
reimbursing issuance and other costs related to the Bonds.  Notwithstanding the foregoing 
description of the Project, the Mayor of the Issuer (the “Mayor”), in consultation with the City 
Administrator of the Issuer (the “City Administrator”), any other appropriate officials of the Issuer, 
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and the Administration, is hereby authorized and empowered, on behalf of the Issuer, to determine 
prior to the sale of the Administration’s Bonds (as defined in subsection (c) below) not to apply 
proceeds of the Bonds to finance, reimburse or refinance costs of any one or more components of 
the Project due to tax, budgetary or other considerations, including, without limitation, because 
the Mayor and City Council of the Issuer, the governing body of the Issuer (the “Mayor and City 
Council”), has determined not to finance, reimburse or refinance the costs of any particular 
contemplated project or because of other moneys becoming available for application to any of the 
purposes described in clauses (i) – (iii) above.    
 

(b) The Bonds shall be issued as one or more fully registered bond certificate(s) in the 
aggregate principal amount not to exceed Three Million Three Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars 
($3,350,000.00) payable to the Administration as the registered owner thereof.  The Bonds shall 
be issued in such aggregate principal amount or such lesser aggregate principal amount as 
determined by the Mayor pursuant to subsection (g) below, which shall be equal to the aggregate 
principal amount of the loan or loans to the Issuer from the Administration (collectively, the 
“Loan”) under the Local Government Infrastructure Financing Program of the Administration (the 
“Program”). 

 
(c) The Bonds shall be dated as of the date of issue, or as of such other date as is 

specified by the Administration; shall be numbered from R-1 upward or as otherwise required by 
the Administration; shall be initially registered in the name of the Administration or its designee; 
shall bear interest from the date of issuance of the Local Government Infrastructure Bonds issued 
by the Administration (the “Administration’s Bonds”), payable semiannually on April 1 and 
October 1 or on such other days as the Administration may require in connection with the Program, 
at such annual rate or rates and be payable in annual principal installments at the designated office 
of the Administration or of the trustee for the Administration’s Bonds. 

 
(d) The Bonds shall bear interest at an aggregate rate or rates of interest for a total 

interest cost (expressed as a yield) not to exceed (1) 3.80 percent for a loan with a maturity of five 
years or fewer, (2) 3.90 percent for a loan with a maturity in excess of five years but no more than 
ten years, (3) 4.50 percent for a loan with a maturity in excess of ten years but no more than fifteen 
years, and (4) 5.00 percent for a loan with a maturity in excess of fifteen years but no more than 
twenty years, the actual rate or rates of interest to be borne by the Bonds to be determined and 
established by the Mayor acting pursuant to Section 1(g) of this Ordinance. 

 
(e) The Bonds shall be in substantially the form set forth on Exhibit A attached hereto 

and made a part hereof, which form, together with all of the covenants and conditions therein 
contained, is hereby adopted by the Issuer as and for the form of obligation or obligations to be 
incurred by the Issuer and such covenants and conditions are hereby made binding upon the Issuer, 
including the promise to pay therein contained. 
 

(f) The Bonds are to be issued in connection with the Program in order to provide all 
or a portion of the funds needed to (i) finance, reimburse and/or refinance all or a portion of the 
costs of the Project, (ii) fund a portion of a capital reserve fund and/or other reserves required by 
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the Administration under the Program, and/or (iii) pay or reimburse costs of issuance and other 
related costs of the Bonds.  Under the Program, the Issuer will enter into a Repayment Agreement 
and a Pledge Agreement with the Administration (respectively, the “Repayment Agreement” and 
the “Pledge Agreement”).  The Issuer also will execute and deliver in connection with the issuance 
of the Bonds and the Program any additional documents, agreements, instruments and certificates 
requested by the Administration (which, together with the Repayment Agreement and the Pledge 
Agreement, are herein referred to as the “Program Documents”).  The Program Documents shall 
be in such forms and shall contain such terms and conditions as shall be approved by the Mayor 
and/or the City Administrator as further provided in this Ordinance and as shall be acceptable to, 
and otherwise approved by, the Administration. 
 

(g) Because this Ordinance is being passed before the details have been finalized for 
the financing pursuant to which the Administration will issue the Administration’s Bonds (the 
“Administration Financing”) that will fund the Loan to the Issuer under the Program, the Mayor 
is hereby authorized to make such changes to the amount and form of the Bonds, including 
insertions therein or additions or deletions thereto, as may be necessary or appropriate to conform 
the terms of the Bonds to the terms of the financing to be provided to the Issuer under the Program.  
Without limiting the foregoing, it is presently contemplated that the Loan will be in an amount not 
to exceed $3,350,000.00 in aggregate principal amount hereby authorized, subject to final approval 
by the Administration; accordingly, the Mayor is specifically authorized: (i) to make changes to 
the aggregate principal amount of the Bonds in order to reflect the final aggregate principal amount 
of the Loan, not to exceed $3,350,000.00 as approved by the Administration and accepted by the 
Issuer, (ii) with the assistance of the City Administrator and the Comptroller of the Issuer (the 
“Comptroller”), to determine the amortization term(s) of the Bonds taking into account the useful 
lives of the various components of the Project, not to exceed the maximum maturity as set forth in 
subsection (d) above, and (iii) to authorize and approve an interest rate or rates and payment 
schedule(s) reflecting the principal and interest payments with respect to the Bonds but not to 
exceed the maximum total interest cost to be borne by the Bonds for the applicable term(s) as set 
forth in subsection (d) above. 

 
(h) This borrowing is in conformance with and does not exceed any and all applicable 

debt limitations under the Charter of the Issuer (the “Charter”). 
 
(i) Certain provisions of this Section 1 are subject to the provisions of Section 14(c) 

of this Ordinance. 
 

Section 2.  Execution and Completion of Documents.  The Bonds, the Repayment 
Agreement and the Pledge Agreement shall be executed on behalf of the Issuer by the manual or 
facsimile signature of the Mayor, and the seal of the Issuer shall be affixed thereto or reproduced 
thereon and attested by the manual signature of the City Clerk of the Issuer (the “City Clerk”).  
The other Program Documents shall be executed on behalf of the Issuer by the Mayor and/or the 
City Administrator.  In the event any official whose signature appears on any of the Bonds or the 
Program Documents shall cease to be an official prior to the delivery of the Bonds or the Program 
Documents, or, in the event any official whose signature appears on any of the Bonds or the 
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Program Documents becomes an official after the date of the issue, the Bonds or the Program 
Documents shall nevertheless be valid and binding obligations of the Issuer in accordance with 
their terms.  The Mayor is hereby authorized, empowered and directed to complete the applicable 
form(s) of the Bonds and to make modifications, deletions, corrections or other changes thereto in 
any manner which the Mayor, in the Mayor’s discretion, shall deem necessary or appropriate in 
order to complete the issuance and sale of the Bonds, as will not alter the substance thereof.  The 
Mayor is hereby authorized, empowered and directed to complete the forms of the Repayment 
Agreement and the Pledge Agreement and to make modifications, deletions, corrections or other 
changes thereto in any manner in which the Mayor, in the Mayor’s discretion, shall deemed 
necessary or appropriate in order to complete the execution and delivery of the Repayment 
Agreement and the Pledge Agreement in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance, as will 
not alter the substance thereof.  Either or both of the Mayor and the City Administrator is hereby 
authorized, empowered and directed to complete the applicable forms of the other Program 
Documents and to make modifications, deletions, corrections or other changes thereto in any 
manner which such official(s), in the discretion of such official(s), shall deem necessary or 
appropriate in order to complete the execution and delivery of the other Program Documents in 
accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance, as will not alter the substance thereof.  The 
execution and delivery of the Bonds, the Repayment Agreement and the Pledge Agreement by the 
Mayor and the execution and delivery of the other Program Documents by the duly authorized 
applicable official(s) provided for in this Section 2 shall be conclusive evidence of such official’s 
or officials’ approval of the forms and substance thereof.  To the extent appropriate, additional 
officials of the Issuer and counsel to the Issuer may be signatories to the Program Documents with 
respect to facts, representations, certifications, covenants and agreements within the scope of their 
respective responsibilities or authority.  Certain provisions of this Section 2 are subject to the 
provisions of Section 14(c) of this Ordinance. 
 

Section 3. Registration of Bonds.  The City Clerk shall act as registrar for the Bonds and 
shall maintain registration books for the registration and registration of transfer of the Bonds; 
provided that, if at any time the registrar of the Bonds needs to take any action in such capacity, 
the position of the City Clerk is vacant or in the absence, disability or unavailability of the 
incumbent City Clerk, the authority to act as registrar for the Bonds shall be exercised in the 
following order of priority:  (i) first, by any Assistant City Clerk of the Issuer appointed in 
accordance with the Charter (an “Assistant City Clerk”), (ii) second, if there is no incumbent 
Assistant City Clerk or in the absence, disability or unavailability of any Assistant City Clerk, the 
City Administrator, (iii) third, if the position of the City Administrator is vacant or in the absence, 
disability or unavailability of the City Administrator, by any acting or interim City Administrator 
of the Issuer selected in accordance with the Charter, and (iv) fourth, if there is no incumbent 
acting or interim City Administrator of the Issuer selected in accordance with the Charter or in the 
absence, disability or unavailability of any such incumbent official, by the Director of 
Administrative Services of the Issuer (the “Director of Administrative Services”).  No security or 
bond shall be required of any of the officials identified in this Section 3 in the performance of the 
duties of registrar for the Bonds. 
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The Issuer may deem and treat the person in whose name any Bond shall be registered 
upon the books of the Issuer as the absolute owner of such Bond, whether such Bond shall be 
overdue or not, for the purpose of receiving payment of, or on account of, the principal of, 
premium, if any, and interest on such Bond and for all other purposes. 
 

Section 4.  Prepayment.  The Bonds are being issued in connection with the Program and 
will secure payment of the Administration’s Bonds, which are being issued by the Administration 
to provide funds to purchase the Bonds from the Issuer, among other purposes.  The Repayment 
Agreement limits the right of the Issuer to prepay the Bonds in accordance with restrictions upon 
the right of the Administration to redeem the Administration’s Bonds.  Accordingly, the Issuer 
may prepay the Bonds only in accordance with the provisions of the Repayment Agreement and 
the terms governing prepayments as set forth in the Bonds. 
 

Section 5.  Replacement of Mutilated, Lost, Stolen, or Destroyed Bonds.  In case any 
Bond shall become mutilated or be destroyed, lost or stolen, the Issuer may cause to be executed 
and delivered a new Bond of like series or subseries, date and tenor and bearing the same or a 
different number, in exchange and substitution for each Bond mutilated, destroyed, lost or stolen, 
upon the owner paying the reasonable expenses and charges of the Issuer in connection therewith 
and, in the case of any Bond being destroyed, lost or stolen, upon the owner filing with the Issuer 
evidence satisfactory to it that such Bond was destroyed, lost or stolen, and furnishing the Issuer 
with indemnity satisfactory to it.  Any Bond so issued in substitution for a Bond so mutilated, 
destroyed, lost or stolen: (i) may be typewritten, printed or otherwise reproduced in a manner 
acceptable to the Administration, and (ii) shall constitute an original contractual obligation on the 
part of the Issuer under this Ordinance whether or not the Bond in exchange for which said new 
Bond is issued shall at any later date be presented for payment and such payment shall be 
enforceable by anyone, and any such new Bond shall be equally and proportionately entitled to the 
benefits of this Ordinance with all other like Bonds, in the manner and to the extent provided 
herein. 
 

Section 6.  Use of Proceeds.  The proceeds of the Bonds shall be held and invested by the 
Administration in its sole discretion and shall be: 
 

(a) Administered and disbursed by the Administration pursuant to the Repayment 
Agreement.  The proceeds of the Bonds shall be used, when and as required, to pay Development 
Costs (as defined in the Repayment Agreement). 
 

(b) After the Project has been completed and all Development Costs in connection 
therewith have been paid, any balance of the proceeds of the sale of the Bonds held by the 
Administration under the Repayment Agreement may be applied to the next principal installment 
or installments coming due, payment of interest on the Bonds or prepayment of the Bonds, as 
permitted by the Administration. 
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Section 7. Covenants. The Issuer covenants with the Administration and for the benefit of 
the Administration and the owners from time to time of the Bonds that so long as the Bonds or 
installments of principal thereunder shall remain outstanding and unpaid: 
 

(a) The Issuer will duly and punctually pay, or cause to be paid, to the Administration 
or its designee the principal of the Bonds, premium (if any) and interest accruing thereon, at the 
dates and places and in the manner mentioned in the Bonds from unlimited ad valorem taxes in 
the event that available funds are inadequate to make such payment. 
 

(b) The Issuer covenants that so long as any of the Bonds are outstanding and not paid, 
unless other funds are available for payment of principal of, premium, if any, and interest on the 
Bonds, it shall levy annually, in the manner prescribed by law, ad valorem taxes on all real and 
tangible personal property within its corporate limits subject to assessment for unlimited taxation 
in rate and amount sufficient to provide for the payment of the principal of and interest on the 
Bonds as the same become due and payable; and in the event that the revenues available from the 
taxes so levied in any fiscal year shall prove inadequate for the above purposes, the Issuer shall 
levy additional taxes in the succeeding fiscal year to make up such deficiency; and the full faith 
and credit and the unlimited taxing power of the Issuer are hereby irrevocably pledged to the 
punctual payment of the principal of and interest on the Bonds as the same become due. 
 

(c) The Issuer will promptly provide to the Administration (or to any person designated 
by the Administration) all financial information and operating data concerning the Issuer as may 
be required by the Administration in its discretion in order for the Administration to comply with 
the requirements of Rule 15c2-12 of the United States Securities and Exchange Commission, as in 
effect from time to time, applicable to the Administration’s Bonds. 
 

Section 8.  Ordinance a Contract.  The provisions of this Ordinance shall constitute a 
contract with the purchasers and owners from time to time of the Bonds, and this Ordinance shall 
not be repealed, modified or altered in any manner materially adverse to the Administration and/or 
the interests of such purchasers or owners while the Bonds or any portion thereof remain 
outstanding and unpaid without the consent of the owners of the Bonds and the Administration. 
 

Section 9.  Pledge of Local Government Payments.  As contemplated and authorized by 
Section 4-229(b) of the Act, the Issuer hereby pledges, assigns and grants a lien and a security 
interest to the Administration, its successors in trust and assigns, in all right, title and interest of 
the Issuer in and to the Local Government Payments (as defined in the Pledge Agreement), now 
or hereafter acquired, (i) to secure payment of the principal of, premium, if any, and interest on 
the Bonds and any other Local Obligations (as defined in the Pledge Agreement) issued and to be 
issued from time to time by the Issuer under the Program and (ii) to provide for deposits to the 
capital reserve fund securing the Bonds and/or other reserves required under the Program the 
amount of the Issuer’s portion of any deficiency in such capital reserve fund or such other reserves 
as the Administration shall require, all as more fully set forth and provided in the Pledge 
Agreement. 
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Section 10.  Purchase Price of Bonds.  The Bonds shall be sold for cash in accordance 
with the terms and provisions of this Ordinance at par, or if premium or discount is permitted by 
law, at such premium or discount as is agreed to with the Administration in accordance with the 
terms and provisions of this Ordinance, and as authorized by Section 4-229(a) of the Act. 
 

Section 11.  Sale of Bonds.  The Bonds shall be sold to the Administration under the 
Program at private sale, as authorized by Section 4-229(a) of the Act. 
 

Section 12.  Authority to Take Action; Publication and Public Hearing. 
 

(a) To the extent not otherwise expressly provided for herein, the appropriate officials 
and employees of the Issuer are hereby authorized and directed to do all acts and things required 
of them by the provisions of this Ordinance, for the full, punctual and complete performance of all 
the terms, covenants and provisions of the Bonds, the Program Documents and this Ordinance and 
to do and perform all acts and to execute, seal and deliver all documents or instruments of writing 
which may be necessary or desirable to carry out the full intent and purpose of this Ordinance and 
the Program Documents. 

 
(b) As required by the Act, prior to the issuance of the Bonds, the Issuer shall publish 

in a newspaper of general circulation in the jurisdiction of the Issuer a notice of the proposed 
issuance of the Bonds, which notice shall include the proposed amount of the issue, the nature of 
the projects to be financed or refinanced, the time and place of the public hearing, the name of the 
person(s) and address of the place where written comments may be sent, and the Issuer shall hold 
a public hearing on the proposed issuance of the Bonds.  Such actions may be (or have been) taken 
prior to or simultaneously with the passage of this Ordinance. 

 
(c) The Issuer shall comply with any publication and/or posting requirements set forth 

in the Charter that are determined to be applicable to this Ordinance. 
 
Section 13.  Tax Matters 
 
(a) Any one or more of the Mayor, the City Administrator, the Treasurer of the Issuer 

(the “Treasurer”) and/or the Comptroller shall be the officers of the Issuer responsible for the 
issuance of the Bonds within the meaning of the Arbitrage Regulations (defined herein).  Any one 
or more of the Mayor, the City Administrator, the Treasurer and/or the Comptroller shall also be 
the officers of the Issuer responsible for the execution and delivery (on the date of issuance of the 
Bonds) of a certificate of the Issuer (the “Section 148 Certificate”) which complies with the 
requirements of Section 148 (“Section 148”) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended 
(the “Code”), and the applicable regulations thereunder (the “Arbitrage Regulations”), and such 
official or officials are hereby directed to execute the Section 148 Certificate and to deliver the 
same to the Administration on the date of the issuance of the Bonds.  The Section 148 Certificate 
may be contained within any of the Program Documents at the discretion of the Administration. 
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(b) The Issuer shall set forth in the Section 148 Certificate its reasonable expectations 
as to relevant facts, estimates and circumstances relating to the use of the proceeds of the Bonds, 
or of any monies, securities or other obligations to the credit of any account of the Issuer which 
may be deemed to be proceeds of the Bonds pursuant to Section 148 or the Arbitrage Regulations 
(collectively, “Bond Proceeds”).  The Issuer covenants that the facts, estimates and circumstances 
set forth in the Section 148 Certificate will be based on the Issuer’s reasonable expectations on the 
date of issuance of the Bonds and will be, to the best of the certifying official’s or officials’ 
knowledge, true and correct as of that date. 
 

(c) The Issuer covenants and agrees with each of the holders of any of the Bonds that 
it will not make, or (to the extent that it exercises control or direction) permit to be made, any use 
of the Bond Proceeds which would cause the Bonds to be “arbitrage bonds” within the meaning 
of Section 148 and the regulations thereunder that are applicable to the Bonds on the date of 
issuance of the Bonds and that may subsequently lawfully be made applicable to the Bonds. 
 

(d) The Issuer further covenants that it shall make such use of the proceeds of the 
Bonds, regulate the investment of the proceeds thereof, and take such other and further actions as 
may be required to maintain the excludability from gross income for federal income tax purposes 
of interest on the Bonds.  All officials, officers, employees and agents of the Issuer are hereby 
authorized and directed to take such actions, and to provide such certifications of facts and 
estimates regarding the amount and use of the proceeds of the Bonds, as may be necessary or 
appropriate from time to time to comply with, or to evidence the Issuer’s compliance with, the 
covenants set forth in this Section. 

 
(e) Any one or more of the Mayor, the City Administrator, the Treasurer and/or the 

Comptroller, on behalf of the Issuer, may make such covenants or agreements in connection with 
the issuance of Bonds issued hereunder as such official(s) shall deem advisable in order to assure 
the registered owners of such Bonds that interest thereon shall be and remain excludable from 
gross income for federal income tax purposes, and such covenants or agreements shall be binding 
on the Issuer so long as the observance by the Issuer of any such covenants or agreements is 
necessary in connection with the maintenance of the exclusion of the interest on such Bonds from 
gross income for federal income tax purposes.  The foregoing covenants and agreements may 
include such covenants or agreements on behalf of the Issuer regarding compliance with the 
provisions of the Code as such applicable identified official(s) shall deem advisable in order to 
assure the registered owners of such Bonds that the interest thereon shall be and remain excludable 
from gross income for federal income tax purposes, including, without limitation, covenants or 
agreements relating to the investment of the proceeds of such Bonds, the payment of rebate (or 
payments in lieu of rebate) to the United States, limitations on the times within which, and the 
purpose for which, such proceeds may be expended, or the use of specified procedures for 
accounting for and segregating such proceeds.  Such official(s) may also make on behalf of the 
Issuer any elections, designations or determinations authorized or permitted by the Code or the 
Arbitrage Regulations. 
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Section 14.  Effective Date; Miscellaneous.   
 
(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 82A(b)(3) of the Charter, pursuant to 

Section 4-232(c) of the Act, this Ordinance shall take effect from the date of its passage by the 
Mayor and City Council and its approval by the Mayor, and it is the intent hereof that the laws of 
the State of Maryland shall govern its construction and the construction of the Bonds.  Any copy 
of this Ordinance duly certified by the City Clerk, any Assistant City Clerk or the City 
Administrator, or any such official’s successor in office, shall constitute evidence of the contents 
and provisions hereof. 

 
(b) Subject to the provisions of subsection (c) below, which subsection (c) shall control 

over the provisions of this subsection (b) in applicable circumstances, any reference to an official 
of the Issuer in this Ordinance shall be deemed to include any such official serving in an “acting” 
or “interim” capacity (e.g., the Acting City Administrator of the Issuer or the Interim City Clerk 
of the Issuer).  Any reference to an official of the Issuer in this Ordinance shall be deemed to 
include references to such official if generally known by another title; titles of officials as used in 
this Ordinance correspond generally to the titles used in the Charter or the City Code of the Issuer 
(the “City Code”). 

 
(c) (i) It is the intention of the Mayor and City Council that, with respect to the 

authority granted solely to the Mayor pursuant to Sections 1 and 2 of this Ordinance, if there is a 
vacancy in the position of the Mayor or in the absence, disability or unavailability of the Mayor, 
such authority shall be exercised in the following order of priority:  (A) first, by any Acting Mayor 
of the Issuer appointed by the City Council of the Issuer in accordance with the Charter (the 
“Acting Mayor”), (B) second, if no Acting Mayor has been appointed or in the absence, disability 
or unavailability of any incumbent Acting Mayor, by the City Administrator, and (C) third, if the 
position of the City Administrator is vacant or in the absence, disability or unavailability of the 
City Administrator, by any acting or interim City Administrator designated or appointed in 
accordance with the Charter.   

 
(ii) It is the intention of the Mayor and City Council that if the position of the 

City Clerk is vacant or in the absence, disability or unavailability of the City Clerk, the authority 
to attest to the affixed or reproduced seal of the Issuer on the Bonds, the Repayment Agreement 
or the Pledge Agreement shall be exercised in the following order of priority:  (A) first, by any 
Assistant City Clerk, (B) second, if no Assistant City Clerk has been appointed or in the absence, 
disability or unavailability of any Assistant City Clerk, by the City Administrator, (C) third, if the 
position of the City Administrator is vacant or in the absence, disability or unavailability of the 
City Administrator, by any acting or interim City Administrator of the Issuer designated or 
appointed in accordance with the Charter, and (D) fourth, if no acting or interim City Administrator 
of the Issuer has been designated or appointed in accordance with the Charter or such incumbent 
official is absent, disabled or unavailable, by the Director of Administrative Services; provided 
that, the City Administrator or any acting or interim City Administrator of the Issuer may not both 
execute any of the Bonds, the Repayment Agreement or the Pledge Agreement in accordance with 
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Section 14(c) of this Ordinance and attest to the seal of the Issuer affixed to or reproduced on such 
Bonds, such Repayment Agreement or such Pledge Agreement.   

 
(d) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this Ordinance, but subject to the 

provisions of subsection (c) above, which subsection (c) shall control over the provisions of this 
subsection (d) in applicable circumstances, in the event the position of any official who is referred 
to by title in this Ordinance is vacant at the time any action authorized to be taken by such official 
in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance shall occur, and no person has been appointed 
to such position (including in an acting or interim capacity) and is incumbent in such position, 
references in this Ordinance to such official shall be deemed to refer to any other appropriate 
official of the Issuer charged with such responsibilities under the Charter or the City Code or, to 
the extent not so provided for in the Charter or the City Code, as designated by the Mayor and City 
Council by motion or other appropriate action, including, without limitation, any applicable 
“deputy,” “associate,” or “assistant” official.  Written evidence of any such designation shall be 
provided to the Administration.  Notwithstanding the foregoing sentence, in the event two or more 
officials are charged with responsibility for taking any actions in accordance with the provisions 
of this Ordinance and only one such position is filled at the applicable time, any such action may 
be taken solely by the remaining official.  References in this Ordinance to the term “official” shall 
be construed to include “employee” where applicable. 

  
(e) References in this Ordinance to the phrases “to finance,” “to pay” or “to fund” or 

similar phrases shall be deemed to refer to and include “to reimburse” or “to refinance” or similar 
phrases. 

 
(f) References in this Ordinance to the phrase “including” and similar phrases shall be 

deemed to refer to and include “including, but not limited to,” “including, without limitation,” or 
similar phrases. 

 
(g) To the extent not paid from proceeds of the Bonds, the Issuer shall pay costs of 

issuance relating to the Bonds from other available sources.  References in this Ordinance to “costs 
of issuance” or “issuance costs” of the Bonds shall be deemed to include the costs of issuance or 
issuance costs of the Administration’s Bonds allocable to the Issuer in accordance with the 
Program.  The Mayor and City Council expressly acknowledges the obligation of the Issuer to pay 
the allocable fees of the Administration’s bond counsel in the event the Issuer withdraws from the 
Program. 

 
(h) The proceeds of the Bonds, including any premium of the Administration’s Bonds 

that may be allocated to the Issuer, are hereby appropriated for purposes of the Project and the 
other purposes specified in this Ordinance. 

 
(i) Any actions taken by officials of the Issuer in connection with the Issuer’s 

anticipated participation in the Program prior to the effective date of this Ordinance are hereby 
ratified, confirmed and approved. 
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(j) The title of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be, and is, a fair summary of this 
Ordinance for all purposes. 

 
(k) Pursuant to Section 4-232(b) of the Act, this Ordinance shall be subject to petition 

to referendum by the qualified voters of the Issuer in accordance with Section 82A(c) of the Charter 
provided that the petition is filed not later than 20 days after this Ordinance is passed by the Mayor 
and City Council.  The provisions of Section 82A(c) of the Charter allowing for a referendum 
petition to be filed within 30 days following passage of a bond ordinance shall be disregarded and 
the provisions of Section 4-232(b) of the Act shall control the period in which any referendum 
petition must be filed. 

 
(l) The Mayor’s signature on this Ordinance constitutes and signifies his approval of 

this Ordinance as required by Section 4-232(a)(1)(ii) of the Act.  
 

(m) The provisions of this Ordinance shall be liberally construed in order to effectuate 
the transactions contemplated hereby. 

 
      MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF    
         CUMBERLAND 
 
 
(SEAL)     __________________________________ 
      Raymond M. Morriss 
      Mayor  
 
ATTEST:       
 
 
______________________________ 
Allison K. Layton, City Clerk 
 
 
Introduced: ______________________, 2024 
 
Passed:  ______________________, 2024 
 
Effective: ______________________, 2024 
 
 
 Exhibit A. – Form of Bond      
 
 
#234178;10002.080



__________ 
Underlining = Indicates material added by amendment after introduction 
Strike-through = Indicates material deleted by amendment after introduction 
 

- A-1 - 
 

[FORM OF BOND] 
EXHIBIT A 

 
 
 

United States of America 
State of Maryland 

Mayor and City Council of Cumberland 
Infrastructure Bond, 2024 Series [A] 

 
 

No. R-_          $__________ 
 
 Mayor and City Council of Cumberland, a municipal corporation duly organized and 
existing under the Constitution and laws of the State of Maryland (the “Issuer”), hereby promises 
to pay to the  
 

Maryland Community Development Administration 
 
or its registered assigns, the principal amount of _______________ Dollars ($__________), plus 
interest on each unpaid principal installment at rates per annum resulting in the total interest cost 
(“TIC”) (expressed as a yield) set forth on Exhibit A attached hereto, in lawful money of the United 
States of America, as follows: (a) interest on the outstanding and unpaid principal of this bond 
shall be due and payable in semiannual payments commencing on __________, 20__, and 
continuing on the first day of [October] and [April] in each year thereafter until final maturity; and 
(b) principal of this bond shall be paid commencing on _________ and on ______ in each year 
thereafter until final maturity in the aggregate amount of principal installments as set forth on 
Exhibit A.  Payment of the principal hereof and the interest due hereon shall be made by check 
mailed to the address of the registered owner of this bond as shown on the registration books 
maintained by the Issuer, or in such other manner and to such other address as the registered owner 
of this bond may designate.  If any payment of the principal of or interest on this bond shall be due 
on a day other than a Business Day (defined herein), such payment shall be made on the next 
Business Day with like effect as if made on the originally scheduled date.  A “Business Day” is 
any day other than a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday in the State of Maryland observed as such 
by the Issuer. 
 
 In the event any payment hereon (whether principal, interest or both) is not paid when due 
and payable, such payment shall continue as an obligation of the Issuer and shall bear interest until 
paid at the rate or rates of interest borne by this bond. 
 
 This bond, designated as “Mayor and City Council of Cumberland Infrastructure Bond, 
2024 Series [A]” (this “Bond”), is a general obligation of the Issuer, and has been duly issued by 
the Issuer for the purpose of providing all or a portion of the funds necessary for (i) financing, 
reimbursing and/or refinancing all or a portion of the costs of certain projects identified as follows:  
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(A) office equipment and information technology improvements, equipment and software 
(including, without limitation, computers, scanners, switches, and servers), (B) new and/or 
replacement vehicles (including, without limitation, patrol vehicles (including sport utility 
vehicles), administration vehicles, utility vehicles, light and heavy duty trucks, and ambulances, 
and equipment for any of the foregoing) and vehicle improvements/equipment for use by various 
City departments, including the Police, Fire, Street, Central Services, Water Distribution, and 
Sanitary Sewer Departments, (C) facility and infrastructure improvements (including, without 
limitation, wastewater treatment plant roof replacements/improvements and HVAC 
improvements), (D) street improvements (including, without limitation, paving/repaving and 
traffic control improvements), and/or (E) water system, sewer system and flood control 
improvements and equipment (including, without limitation, valve equipment, anthracite and sand 
filter media, SCADA system equipment and improvements, water main replacements, aeration 
return lines, sewer lining, flood gates, canal rewatering, and anaerobic digester improvements), (ii) 
funding a portion of a capital reserve fund and/or other reserves required by the Administration, 
and/or (iii) paying issuance and other costs related to this Bond.  Unless paid from other sources, 
the Issuer covenants that so long as any portion of this Bond is outstanding and not paid, it shall 
levy annually, in the manner prescribed by law, ad valorem taxes on all real and tangible personal 
property within its corporate limits subject to assessment for unlimited taxation in rate and amount 
sufficient to provide for the payment of the principal of and interest on this Bond as the same 
become due and payable. 
 
 This Bond is issued pursuant to the authority of Sections 4-101 through 4-255 of the 
Housing and Community Development Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, as amended, 
Sections 81 and 82A of the Charter of the Issuer, and Ordinance No. __________ of the Issuer 
passed by the Mayor and City Council of the Issuer on ______________, 2024 and effective on 
_________________, 2024 (the “Ordinance”).  The full faith and credit of the Issuer are hereby 
irrevocably pledged to the payment of the principal of this Bond and the interest to accrue hereon. 
 
 This Bond is issued in connection with the Local Government Infrastructure Financing 
Program of the Community Development Administration, a governmental unit in the Division of 
Development Finance of the Department of Housing and Community Development, a principal 
department of the government of the State of Maryland (the “Administration”).  This Bond is 
subject to the terms and conditions of the Repayment Agreement dated as of __________, 2024, 
between the Issuer and the Administration (the “Repayment Agreement”). 
 
 This Bond is subject to prepayment by the Issuer to the extent provided in the Repayment 
Agreement. 
 
 Notice of prepayment shall be given, the date of prepayment determined, and all 
prepayments of this Bond shall be applied in accordance with the provisions of the Repayment 
Agreement. 
 
 The Issuer may treat the person in whose name this Bond is registered as the absolute owner 
hereof, whether or not this Bond shall be overdue, for the purpose of receiving payment thereof 
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and for all other purposes whatsoever, and shall not be affected by any notice to the contrary, 
except as provided below. 
 
 This Bond is assignable and upon such assignment the assignor shall promptly notify the 
Issuer by certified mail, and the assignee shall surrender this Bond to the Issuer for transfer on the 
registration records and verification of the portion of the principal amount hereof and interest 
hereon paid or unpaid, and every such assignee shall take this Bond subject to such condition.  In 
connection with any transfer of this Bond, the Issuer may make a charge sufficient to reimburse it 
for any tax, fee or other governmental charge required to be paid with respect to such transfer and 
any reasonable fees or expenses of the Issuer incurred in connection with such transfer. 
 
 Principal of this Bond is paid in annual installments and this Bond is subject to partial 
redemption without any notation of such payment being made on this Bond or the surrender of this 
Bond for cancellation and the issuance of a new Bond or Bonds in the amount of the unpaid 
principal hereof.  Accordingly, the outstanding principal of this Bond may be less than the stated 
face amount hereof and any purchaser or transferee of this Bond should contact the Issuer and the 
prior owner of this Bond to ascertain the outstanding face amount hereof. 
 
 As declared by Section 4-231(c) of the Housing and Community Development Article of 
the Annotated Code of Maryland, as amended, this Bond shall have and possess all the attributes 
of negotiable instruments as provided in Section 19-224 of the Local Government Article of the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, as amended.  This Bond is issued with the intent that the laws of the 
State of Maryland shall govern its construction. 
 
 No recourse shall be had for the payment of the principal of, the interest on, or for any 
claim based hereon or on the Ordinance against any elected or appointed official or employee, 
past, present or future of the Issuer or any agency thereof; and any such recourse, claim or liability 
is expressly waived by acceptance by the owner of the delivery of this Bond. 
 
 It is hereby certified and recited that each and every act, condition and thing required to 
exist, to be done, to have happened and to be performed precedent to and in the issuance of this 
Bond does exist, has been done, has happened and has been performed in full and strict compliance 
with the Constitution and laws of the State of Maryland, the Charter of the Issuer and the 
proceedings of the Issuer. 
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 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Mayor and City Council of Cumberland has caused this Bond 
to be signed in its name by the manual or facsimile signature of its [Mayor] and its corporate seal 
to be affixed hereto and attested by the manual signature of the [City Clerk], as of ____________, 
2024. 
 
 
(SEAL) 
 
 
 
ATTEST:      MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF 
       CUMBERLAND 
 
 
 
 
______________________________  By: __________________________ 
[City Clerk]            [Mayor] 
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BOND PAYMENT SCHEDULE 
 

 
 

[Repayment Schedule to be Inserted.] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Each installment of Principal and Interest or Interest alone shall be the aggregate of amounts set forth in this Exhibit 
A for the date of such payment as shown under the heading designated “[Total].” 



File Attachments for Item:

. Order 27,402 - authorizing the Chief of Police to enter in to a Memorandum of Understanding with the 

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, Martinsburg, WV, Care System which will formalize an 

existing relationship between the Cumberland Police Department and the United States Department of 

Veterans Affairs reinforcing interagency coordination, response and requests for assistance at the VA 

Community Based Outpatient Clinic in Cumberland, Maryland



Council Agenda Summary 
 

Meeting Date:   February 20, 2024 

Key Staff Contact: Chief John “Chuck” Ternent 

 

Item Title: Memorandum of Understanding with the Veterans Affairs 

 

Summary of project/issue/purchase/contract, etc for Council: 

Authorize the Chief of Police to enter in to a Memorandum of Understanding with the United States 

Department of Veterans Affairs, Martinsburg, WV, Care System which will formalize an existing 

relationship between the Cumberland Police Department and the United States Department of Veterans 

Affairs reinforcing interagency coordination, response and requests for assistance at the VA Community 

Based Outpatient Clinic in Cumberland, Maryland. 

 

Amount of Award: 

Budget number: 

Grant, bond, etc. reference: 









File Attachments for Item:

. Order 27,403 - authorizing amendments to two 2022 annual action plan projects and two 2023 annual 

action plan projects for the Community Development Block Grant Program



- Order - 
of the 

Mayor and City Council of Cumberland 
MARYLAND 

 
 

ORDER NO.  _27,403__                    DATE:  __February 20, 2024_ 
 

ORDERED, By the Mayor and City Council of Cumberland, Maryland 

THAT, the following amendments to two 2022 annual action plan projects and 

two 2023 annual action plan projects for the Community Development Block Grant 

Program funds be and are hereby approved effective February 20, 2024: 

 

Project Current  Amendment New Total 

2022 Constitution Park Improvements/Splashpad 

(Trails) 

0 $9,246.89 $9,246.89 

2022 Administration (surplus) $9,246.89 -$9,246.89 0 

2023 Jane Frazier Village Pavilion and Basketball 

Court Installation/Improvements 

$44,000 -$44,000 0 

2023 JFV Sidewalk Improvements $27,126 $44,000 $71,126 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

      Raymond M. Morriss, Mayor 



City of Cumberland Community Development Block Grant Program Public Notice 

Substantial Amendment #1 1112024 

The City of Cumberland Department of Community Development announces the Community Development 

Block Grant (CDBG) proposed reallocations to existing projects using surplus funds from the 2022 

Administration budget from the 2022 CDBG Annual Action Plan award and surplus funds from the 2023 

CDBG Annual Action Plan award. The 2022 Administration project (#14) came in under budget by 

$9,246.89 and the 2023 Jane Frazier Village Pavilion and Basketball Court Installation project (#3) was 

canceled. The Housing Authority of the City of Cumberland was unable to expend $44,000 originally 

awarded for the 2023 Jane Frazier Village Pavilion and Basketball Court Installation project (#3) due to 

site location ownership issues.  In response to these changes, funding for two public facilities/infrastructure 

projects within the 2022 and 2023 CDBG Annual Action Plans will increase. The 2022 Constitution Park 

Improvements/Splashpad project (#2) will be increased by $9,246.89 and the 2023 Jane Frazier Village 

Sidewalk Improvements project (#1) will be increased by $44,000.  Two hundred seventy-eight thousand 

dollars has been expended toward Splashpad area improvements, so the additional funds will support the 

Constitution Park Trails project. These proposed reallocations will be discussed for approval at the regular 

Mayor and City Council meeting on Tuesday, February 20, 2024 allowing for a 30-day public comment 

period beginning on January 18, 2024 through February 19, 2024. 

Project Name 
2022 
Surplus 

2023 
CDBG  

Lifetime total 

Facilities /Infrastructure Improvements      

2022 Constitution Park Improvements/Splashpad  $9,246.89  $287,246.89 

2023 JFV Sidewalk Improvements   $44,000 $71,126 

TOTAL PROJECTS $9,246.89 $44,000  

 

Written comments to Lee Borror, Senior Community Development Specialist regarding the re-allocation 

of CDBG funds will be accepted through February 19, 2024 at 57 N. Liberty Street, Cumberland, Maryland 

21502 or lee.borror@cumberlandmd.gov  or by calling 301 759-6437 M-F, 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

ADV: January 18, 2024          

mailto:lee.borror@cumberlandmd.gov


File Attachments for Item:

. Order 27,404- authorizing the abatement of City Real Estate taxes and interest for 526 Broadway Circle 

($1933.20), 463 Goethe Street ($3077.57) and 1034 Frederick Street ($1,302.97)



- Order - 
of the 

Mayor and City Council of Cumberland 
MARYLAND 

 
 

ORDER NO.  _27,404_                  DATE:    February 20, 2024_ 

 

ORDERED, By the Mayor and City Council of Cumberland, Maryland, 

 

THAT, the City Comptroller be and is hereby authorized to abate City 

real estate taxes and interest owed for the following properties and tax years 

listed: 

Address and Tax ID Tax Years Tax and Interest 

Amount 

Tax ID:  22-013750 

526 Broadway Circle 

2010-2023 $1,933.92 

Tax ID:  23-010119 

463 Goethe Street 

2017-2023 $3,077.57 

Tax ID:  23-014769 

1034 Frederick Street 

2023 $1,302.97 

Total  $6,314.46 

 

 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

      Raymond M. Morriss, Mayor 

 
   





















File Attachments for Item:

. Order 27,405 - authorizing the purchase of two (2) new International HV507 SFA 4WD trucks from 

Ascendance Truck Centers at a cost of $126,090 for each truck, for a total amount not to exceed 

$252,180 



- ORDER - 
of the 

Mayor and City Council of Cumberland 
MARYLAND 

 
 

ORDER NO.  _27,405                        DATE:   _February 20, 2024_ 
 

ORDERED, By the Mayor and City Council of Cumberland, Maryland 

THAT, the proposal from Ascendance Truck Center, 1810 S. 19th St., Harrisburg, 

PA 17104 to supply two (2) 2025 International HV507 SFA 4WD Trucks at the total amount 

not to exceed Two Hundred Fifty-Two Thousand One Hundred Eighty Dollars and No 

Cents ($252,180) is hereby accepted; and 

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, this special pricing is in accordance with City Code 

Section 2-171(c), which pertains to purchasing cooperatives and state and local 

government contracts (piggyback contracts). 

 

 

      ____________________________________ 

      Raymond M. Morriss, Mayor 
 

 

 

 
Budget:  

001.056.64000 - $126,090 

002.220.64000 - $126,090 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 









File Attachments for Item:

. Order 27,406 - authorizing the purchase of two (2) new International HV507 SFA 4WD truck dump 

body, plow, and spreader upfits from Somerset Welding & Steel, Inc. at a cost of $69,875 each, for a total

amount not to exceed $139,750



- ORDER - 
of the 

Mayor and City Council of Cumberland 
MARYLAND 

 
 

ORDER NO.  _27,406                        DATE:   _February 20, 2024_ 
 

ORDERED, By the Mayor and City Council of Cumberland, Maryland 

THAT, the proposal from Somerset Welding & Steel, Inc., 10558 Somerset Pike, 

Somerset, PA 15501 to supply two (2) Dump Body, Plow and Spreader Upfits to two (2) 

2025 International HV507 SFA 4WD Trucks at the total amount not to exceed One 

Hundred Thirty Nine Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars and No Cents ($139,750.00) 

is hereby accepted; and 

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, this special pricing is in accordance with City Code 

Section 2-171(c), which pertains to purchasing cooperatives and state and local 

government contracts (piggyback contracts). 

 

 

      ____________________________________ 

      Raymond M. Morriss, Mayor 

 

 

 

 
Budget:  

001.056.64000 - $69,875.00 

002.220.64000 - $69,875.00 

 

 

 

 
 















File Attachments for Item:

. Order 27,407 - authorizing the purchase of four (4) new 2024 Ford F150 pickup trucks from Coccia 

Ford at a cost of $45,195 each, for a total amount to exceed $180,780



- ORDER - 
of the 

Mayor and City Council of Cumberland 
MARYLAND 

 
 

ORDER NO.  _27,407                        DATE:   _February 20, 2024_ 
 

ORDERED, By the Mayor and City Council of Cumberland, Maryland 

THAT, the proposal from Coccia Ford, 577 E. Main St., Wilkes-Barre, PA, 18702 to 

supply four (4) 2024 Ford F150 Pickup Trucks at the total amount not to exceed One 

Hundred Eighty Thousand Seven Hundred Eighty Dollars and No Cents ($180,780) is 

hereby accepted; and 

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, this special pricing is in accordance with City Code 

Section 2-171(c), which pertains to purchasing cooperatives and state and local 

government contracts (piggyback contracts). 

 

 

      ____________________________________ 

      Raymond M. Morriss, Mayor 
 

 

 

 
Budget:  

001.068.64000 - $45,195.00 

002.220.64000 - $90,390.00 

003.320.64000 - $45,195.00 

 

 

 

 

 
 











File Attachments for Item:

. Order 27,408 - authorizing the Chief of Police to accept a FY24 Project Safe Neighborhoods Grant in 

the amount of $116,330, which will be used to address violence in our communities through community 

bike patrols, community meetings and technology



- ORDER - 
of the 

Mayor and City Council of Cumberland 
MARYLAND 

 
 

ORDER NO.  _27,408_                     DATE:      February 20, 2024_ 
 

ORDERED, By the Mayor and City Council of Cumberland, Maryland 

THAT, the Chief of Police be and is hereby authorized to accept a Project Safe 

Neighborhoods grant for FY24 for One Hundred Sixteen Thousand Dollars and No Cents 

($116,000.00) for to address violence in our communities through community bike patrols, 

community meetings and technology. 

 

      ____________________________________ 

       Raymond M. Morriss, Mayor 

 

 

 

 
 



Council Agenda Summary 
 

Meeting Date:   February 20, 2024 

Key Staff Contact: Chief of Police 

 

Item Title:  FY24 Project Safe Neighborhoods Grant 

Summary of project/issue/purchase/contract, etc for Council: 

Authorize the Chief of Police to accept a FY24 Project Safe Neighborhoods Grant in the amount of 

$116,330 which will be used to address violence in our communities through community bike patrols, 
community meetings and technology. 

 

 

 

Amount of Award: $116,330 

Budget number: 

Grant, bond, etc. reference: Grant 











File Attachments for Item:

. Order 27,409 - authorizing the award to Ameri-Seal, LLC to provide mill, patch and paving work on 

Nemacolin Avenue in the not to exceed amount of $34,910.73



- ORDER - 
of the 

Mayor and City Council of Cumberland 
MARYLAND 

 
 

ORDER NO.  _27,409_                          DATE:  _February 20, 2024_  
 

ORDERED, By the Mayor and City Council of Cumberland, Maryland 

THAT, the award to Ameri-Seal, LLC., 12 Davis Ave. Frederick, Maryland 21701, 

to mill, patch and pave Nemacolin Avenue between Richwood Avenue and Longwood 

Avenue (City Project 2023-07-PVG) be and is hereby approved in the amount not to exceed 

Thirty Four Thousand Nine Hundred Ten Dollars and Seventy Three No Cents 

($34,910.73). 

 

 

      __________________________________ 

      Raymond M. Morriss, Mayor 

 

 

Budget:  127.101.63000 



Council Agenda Summary 
 

Meeting Date: 2/20/2024 

Key Staff Contact: Robert Smith, PE 

 

Item Title: 

Nemacolin Ave Paving (2023-07-PVG) 

Summary of project/issue/purchase/contract, etc for Council: 

THAT, the award to Ameri-Seal LLC to provide mill, patch and paving work on Nemacolin Avenue be and 
is hereby approved in the estimated unit price amount of $34,910.73. This was additional work 
requested by the City when Columbia Gas was paving their work-site after gas line installation. 

This project involves paving approximately 1,070 SY on the listed street. 

The project is budgeted for this fiscal year, and utilizes City funds.  

 

Amount of Award: $34,910.73 

Budget number: 127.101.63000 

Grant, bond, etc. reference: City Funds 



2/15/24, 11:26 AM City of Cumberland, MD Mail - Fwd: Columbia/NPL: Longwood Ave
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Derrik Grimm <derrik.grimm@cumberlandmd.gov>

Fwd: Columbia/NPL: Longwood Ave
1 message

Matt Idleman <matt.idleman@cumberlandmd.gov> Thu, Dec 28, 2023 at 11:16 AM
To: Derrik Grimm <derrik.grimm@cumberlandmd.gov>

Bobby's email in the middle of this explains what was covered by Columbia Gas and what the City is paying for. We don't
need any reimbursement because they used CG's paving contractor.

Matt Idleman, PE

City of Cumberland, MD

301-759-6503

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Smith \ David \ Norman <dnsmith@nisource.com>
Date: Fri, Oct 27, 2023 at 3:34 PM
Subject: RE: Columbia/NPL: Longwood Ave
To: Robert Smith <robert.smith@cumberlandmd.gov>, Dan DeWitt <ddewitt@alleganygov.org>, Root \ Kimberly \ Anne
<KRoot@nisource.com>
Cc: Greise \ Nathan \ Patrick <NGreise@nisource.com>, Matt Idleman <matt.idleman@cumberlandmd.gov>, Adam
Patterson <adam.patterson@alleganygov.org>, Bandeff \ Alexander \ Joseph <ABandeff@nisource.com>, Jarvie \ Daniel
\ James <DJarvie@nisource.com>

Good Afternoon Kim,

 

Below is the City of Cumberland’s requirements for the Longwood Avenue Project. 

 

Can you please verify for the City if our contractor will pave the additional sections and the City will reimburse our
contractor that cost?

 

If you have any questions on the City or County Requirements for the Longwood Avenue Project that I have forwarded
you this afternoon, please feel free to contact me at any time. 

 

Thanks,

David Smith

Columbia Gas of Maryland

Field Engineer

724-208-6395

 

mailto:dnsmith@nisource.com
mailto:robert.smith@cumberlandmd.gov
mailto:ddewitt@alleganygov.org
mailto:KRoot@nisource.com
mailto:NGreise@nisource.com
mailto:matt.idleman@cumberlandmd.gov
mailto:adam.patterson@alleganygov.org
mailto:adam.patterson@alleganygov.org
mailto:ABandeff@nisource.com
mailto:DJarvie@nisource.com
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From: Robert Smith <robert.smith@cumberlandmd.gov>
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 3:17 PM
To: Dan DeWitt <ddewitt@alleganygov.org>
Cc: Greise \ Nathan \ Patrick <NGreise@nisource.com>; Smith \ David \ Norman <dnsmith@nisource.com>; Matt
Idleman <matt.idleman@cumberlandmd.gov>; Adam Patterson <adam.patterson@alleganygov.org>
Subject: Re: Columbia/NPL: Longwood Ave

 

Nathan - Per Dan's email, the City requires Columbia Gas to permanently patch their trench, mill
one full lane to a 2" depth and install a 2" overlay on the milled lane. The limits of this paving shall
go from the termination of the County OP road to the lane's intersection with Nemacolin Ave.

 

Also, the City will reimburse Columbia Gas' contractor for milling/overlaying the other City lane on
Longwood Ave. The limits of the City's paving on Longwood shall begin at the end of the County
OP road as Dan has designated and shall terminate at the lateral joint near Seton Drive.

 

The end result of this work will be curb to curb paving of Longwood Ave. Any Columbia Gas
disturbance of Longwood, if any, between the County's OP road and its intersection w/ Braddock
Road shall only require a permanent patch.

 

The City also requests for Columbia Gas' contractor to perform a 2" mill/overlay (Edge of PVMT to
Edge of PVMT) of Nemacolin Ave between its intersections with Richwood Ave and Longwood Ave.
The City will reimburse the contractor for their cost.

 

If Columbia Gas' contractor wishes to not perform the additional City work, I respectfully request
that they inform as early as possible so that I can make other arrangements. Call me with any
questions. I can be available Monday to discuss this with field personnel. Thanks.

 

Robert Smith, P.E.

Director of Engineering and Utilities 

City of Cumberland

57 N. Liberty Street

Cumberland, MD 21502

Office 301-759-6600

Direct 301-759-6601

Cell 301-268-1180

FAX 301-759-6608

email: robert.smith@cumberlandmd.gov
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On Fri, Oct 27, 2023 at 1:33 PM Dan DeWitt <ddewitt@alleganygov.org> wrote:

Hi Nathan/David:

 

We have completed a review of the impacts to Longwood on the "Other Public" (O.P.) portion. The O.P.
portion of Longwood is approximately 880 LF (as seen below). Based on the observed impacts, our
restoration requirements will be as follows:

hot mix asphalt (HMA) trench patch for all trenches within the roadway
full-width 2" mill
full-width 2" HMA overlay

The O.P. portion in question begins at the bottom of the driveway for 1071 Longwood and proceeds
northwest until just north of the driveway for 1044 Longwood. Please see green line on the screencap
below to represent the O.P. portion of Longwood.

 

I have been in discussion with the City of Cumberland and they will follow up via separate e-mail re:
restoration on City-maintained streets (remaining portion of Longwood, etc.).

 

 

Please contact me early next week with any questions on the above.
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Thanks,
Dan

 

 

Daniel S. DeWitt, P.E.

County Engineer

Department of Public Works

Allegany County Government

t: 301-876-9560 | m: 301-707-4717

w: http://www.alleganygov.org

a: Allegany County Complex
701 Kelly Road
Cumberland, Maryland 21502

On Fri, Oct 27, 2023 at 8:47 AM Dan DeWitt <ddewitt@alleganygov.org> wrote:

Hi everyone,

 

I have spoken to AJ about this area and he's provided me with a linear length of NPL impact of 1338'.
Adam Patterson and I will be reviewing this area later today. After that, I will discuss with the City of
Cumberland and then reach back out to the larger group to provide required restoration details for
the other public (O.P.) portion of Longwood.

 

Thanks,

Dan

 

I will reach 

 

On Thu, Oct 19, 2023 at 3:12 PM Robert Smith <robert.smith@cumberlandmd.gov> wrote:

Nathan - I would like to know what's actually being done on the City owned portions of the
street. I have some flexibility to extend the paving beyond what you are going to do if it
makes sense. Thanks.

 

Robert Smith, P.E.

Director of Engineering and Utilities 
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City of Cumberland

57 N. Liberty Street

Cumberland, MD 21502

Office 301-759-6600

Direct 301-759-6601

Cell 301-268-1180

FAX 301-759-6608

email: robert.smith@cumberlandmd.gov

 

 

On Thu, Oct 19, 2023 at 3:09 PM Greise \ Nathan \ Patrick <NGreise@nisource.com> wrote:

Dan,

               We will have someone out in the neighborhood tomorrow to get the communication out about the
pending restoration.

 

               Once received I will get you an exact timeframe for the work, so you all have visibility to it.

              

Thanks,

 

Nathan Greise

Field Engineer

Columbia Gas of PA & MD

(301)-268-3305

 

From: Dan DeWitt <ddewitt@alleganygov.org>
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2023 1:24 PM
To: Greise \ Nathan \ Patrick <NGreise@nisource.com>; Smith \ David \ Norman <dnsmith@nisource.com>
Cc: Adam Patterson <adam.patterson@alleganygov.org>; Robert Smith <robert.smith@cumberlandmd.gov>
Subject: Columbia/NPL: Longwood Ave

 

USE CAUTION: This email was sent from an external source. Think before you click links or open
attachments. If suspicious, please forward to security@nisource.com for review.

Gentlemen:

 

City and County officials are in receipt of a hand-delivered letter from residents in the Longwood
Drive area complaining about the work done by Columbia Gas/NPL. The residents in this area are
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not happy with the condition of the roadway now that work has been completed.

 

Per my comments sent as part of the permitting process, the County would provide restoration
requirements on all "other public"/non-City streets.

 

I recall discussing Seneca Ave with the two of you awhile back but do not believe we've
discussed Longwood in detail. Is the work now done? If so, the road restoration needs to begin
accordingly and information should be provided to the homeowners that the final restoration
effort will be done before winter arrives.

 

Please advise.

 

Thank you,

Dan

 

 

Daniel S. DeWitt, P.E.

County Engineer

Department of Public Works

Allegany County Government

t: 301-876-9560 | m: 301-707-4717

w: http://www.alleganygov.org

a: Allegany County Complex
701 Kelly Road
Cumberland, Maryland 21502
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File Attachments for Item:

. Order 27,410 - amending Order No. 27,297 originally approved on August 15, 2023, due to the purchase

of an additional module at the request of the Water Department to handle service line inventory with an 

increased cost not to exceed $250.00 from Link Computer Corporation bringing the new contract total to 

$45,079.12



- ORDER - 
of the 

Mayor and City Council of Cumberland 
MARYLAND 

 
 

ORDER NO.  _27,410_                     DATE:   _ February 20, 2024_ 
 

ORDERED, By the Mayor and City Council of Cumberland, Maryland 

THAT, Order No. 27,297 approved on August 15, 2023, be and is hereby amended 

due to the purchase of an additional module at the request of the Water Department to 

handle service line inventory with an increased cost not to exceed Two Hundred Fifty 

Dollars and No Cents ($250.00) from Link Computer Corporation bringing the new 

contract total to Forty Five Thousand Seventy Nine Dollars and Twelve Cents ($45,079.12). 

 

 

 

      ___________________________________ 

      Mayor Raymond M. Morriss 

 

 

 

 
 

Budget:  003.330.48201 



Council Agenda Summary 
 

Meeting Date:  

Key Staff Contact:   Johnna Byers, Director IT 

 

Item Title: 

Change Order: MuniLink Utility Billing System Hosting and Support, additional $50 per month for 

Service Line Inventory Manager Module fee  

 

Summary of project/issue/purchase/contract, etc for Council: 

IT requests a change order for costs not to exceed $45079.12  for MuniLink Utility Billing 
System hosting and support.  We have been using this system for over three years.  We use it to 
generate utility bills for water, sewer, and trash service.  We pay on a monthly basis.  The 
Water Department added a module recently to handle service line inventory which added $50 
per month to the cost. The revised cost reflects this addition. 

It is budgeted in 003.330 48201 
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